Tools

The earliest tools used by the Haida people included roughly flaked stone tools and an ocean going canoe. As time went on and the trade with other people to the north of them expanded smaller finer micro blades (ideally made from obsidian) began to be used. As time wore on the tools that the Haida were able to fashion and use broadened, as they not only came into contact with other peoples but also their own self-knowledge expanded.
Tools used by the Haida varied in size, function and form. Those used for house building can include items such as sledgehammers, adzes, hand mauls and wedges for splitting the wood. Usually Haida house building tools were not decorated however there have been some examples found such as a carved basalt maul (carved into the form of a face of a bear with the naturalistic head of a hunter above it) and a sledgehammer (carved into the head of a Thunderbird holding a small whale)
Boxes, which came in many forms and made from many materials held the Haidas everyday things. These boxes could be made from simply sowing cedar bark together at the corners and the base to create storage for trade items or could be a more durable box such as the bentwood boxes. These bentwood boxes could be as large as 225 litres or as small as only a few litres. Boxes were used to store almost everything the Haida owned or traded, foodstuffs, ritual paraphernalia (such as rattles, whistles and hats), clothing, regalia even grease traded by the Tsimshian would be stored in these boxes. Generally boxes that contained food were left undecorated, but if the box were to contain important or expensive objects the box would be decorated with the form of a guardian spirit of some sort.
The Haida canoe is one of the more well known sea faring vessels that have been made by a native group. The extremely long and wide vessels not only carried out day-to-day functions such as the collection of shellfish and fishing but also allowed the Haida to travel to the mainland of British Columbia or the Alaskan Haida islands. (The Kaigani peoples of the Prince of Wales islands) for gathering and trade. It also allowed them to carry out lightening raids on their enemies. The canoes were usually made from the large red cedars (but occasionally Sitka spruce or cottonwood could be used) that grow on the islands. There are two ways the Haida could make the canoes. Either by chopping notches into the canoe across the width and then removing what was left in between the dugouts or by setting small controlled fires in piece of wood, extinguishing them and cutting out the charred material with an adze. The canoes have a sharp protruding prow with thin very thin walls rounded out through widening and are extremely seaworthy. Sometimes the canoes were widened through soaking its bottom with boiling water (the water was kept hot by adding hot rocks) and lightly hammering sticks into place which spread the sides apart.
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