The Necklace-General story questions 
All questions that are based on an opinion must be answered in full sentences with reasons, examples and explanations.  All questions must be answered exactly like your position statements. (See example below for how to answer)  DO NOT ANSWER IN POINT FORM.

How to answer all questions not underlined.

Question-  Why do questions need to be answered with a reasons, examples and explanations?

Reason- Questions need to be answered with reasons, examples and explanations so that our answers are credible.

Example- For example, when we answer questions in this way we provide proof to back up our opinion, as well as explaining how our evidence proves our point.

Explanation- Since providing evidence and an explanation of our reasoning validates our opinion, by showing how it is true, it is obvious that questions need to be answered in this way.

1. Why did Guy de Maupassant entitle the story "The Necklace"?  Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.
2. Identify two types of conflicts (physical, moral, intellectual, or emotional) in the story? Explain how each is resolved or why they are not resolved using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

3. The Necklace is an important symbol.  Explain what it is a symbol of and why it is important to understanding the theme of the story using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

4.  Do you find the characters likable (or detestable)? Does your opinion of the characters change substantially through the story?  Why or why not? Pick one character and explain how your opinion of the person changes through the story using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

5. What is the theme of the story? Is the purpose important or meaningful? Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

6. How essential is the setting to the story? Could the story have taken place anywhere else? Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

7. How does class and money become important in the story? Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

8. Is Mathilde a sympathetic character? Can you identify with her? Do you care about her at the beginning, or at the end? Why or why not? Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.
9. What do you think Maupassant/the narrator feels about his characters? Is he sympathetic? Distant? Judgmental? Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

10. How does Mathilde strike you as a woman? Does she capture some important part of what it means to be a woman now? Or is she just an old, bad stereotype? Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

11. Is there anything Mathilde could have done to make herself happy in her initial situation? Could her husband have done anything more? Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

12. Is "The Necklace" a cynical story – does it reflect a really bleak and jaded view of life? Does it have some other attitude towards life? Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

13. What is the theme of "The Necklace"? Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

14. What's your verdict on the story's ending? Does it affect you emotionally? Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

15.  Was the story ending unexpected? How? Why?  If the story hadn't ended with a twist, how do you think it would have ended? Could it have ended in any other way and been as effective (and short) a story?  Explain your opinion using a specific reason, example and explanation from the story.

