
Recommended reading 
 
 

 

Shi-Shi-Etko 
In just four days young Shi-shi-etko will have to leave her family 

and all that she knows to attend residential school. She 
spends her last days at home treasuring the beauty of her 
world—the dancing sunlight, the tall grass, each shiny 
rock, the tadpoles in the creek, her grandfather's paddle 
song. Her mother, father, and grandmother, each in turn, 
share valuable teachings that they want her to remember.  
And so Shi-shi-etko carefully gathers her memories for 
safekeeping.  
 
 
 
 

 

Shin-chi's Canoe 

This moving sequel to the award-winning Shi-shi-etko tells 
the story of two children’s experience at residential 
school. Shi-shi-etko is about to return for her second year, 
but this time her six-year-old brother, Shin-chi, is going, 
too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When I was eight 

Olemaun is eight and knows a lot of things. But she does 
not know how to read. She must travel to the outsiders’ 
school to learn, ignoring her father's warning of what will 
happen there. 



 

Not My Girl 
Margaret can't wait to see her family, but her 
homecoming is not what she expected. 
 
Two years ago, Margaret left her Arctic home for the 
outsiders' school. Now she has returned and can  
barely contain her excitement as she rushes towards her 
waiting family—but her mother stands still as a  
stone. This strange, skinny child, with her hair cropped 
short, can't be her daughter. “Not my girl!” she says 
angrily. 

 

 

 

fatty legs 

The moving memoir of an Inuit girl who emerges from a 
residential school with her spirit intact. 

Eight-year-old Margaret Pokiak has set her sights on 
learning to read, even though it means leaving her village 
in the high Arctic. Faced with unceasing pressure, her 
father finally agrees to let her make the five-day journey 
to attend school, but he warns Margaret of the terrors of 
residential schools. 



 

A stranger at home 

The powerful memoir of an Inuvialuit girl searching for her 
true self when she returns from residential school. 
 
Travelling to be reunited with her family in the Arctic, 10-
year-old Margaret Pokiak can hardly contain her  
excitement. It's been two years since her parents 
delivered her to the school run by the dark-cloaked nuns 
and brothers. 

 

 

 

 

 

My Name Is Seepeetza 

At six years old, Seepeetza is taken from her happy family 
life on Joyaska Ranch to live as a boarder at the Kamloops 
Indian Residential School. Life at the school is not easy, 
but Seepeetza still manages to find some bright spots. 
Always, thoughts of home make her school life bearable. 
An honest, inside look at life in an Indian residential school 
in the 1950s, and how one indomitable young spirit 
survived it. 

 

 


