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@ These schools have buildings that are still standing

Kuper Island

Ahousaht Ahousaht 19031907 _ | Presbyterian
Alert Bay St Michael's 19291975 | Anglican Mission St Mary’s 18611984 | Roman Catholic
Alert Bay Mlert Bay (Girl's Home) | 18881905 | Anglican NorthVancouver | st. Paul's 18981959 | Roman Catholic
Anahim Lake AL Dormitory 19681977 | Roman Catholic | | Port Alberni Alberni 19091973 | United
Chemainus Kuper sland 18901975 | Roman Catholic | | Port Simpson Crosby Home for Girls_| 1893-1920s_| Methodist
Cranbrook St Eugene’s 18981970 | Roman Catholic | | PortSimpson Crosby Home for Boys | 1903-1920s_| Methodist
(FLSt. John) Fraser | Lejac (19101922); | Roman Catholic | | Sardis Coqualeetza 1861-1866; | Methodist
Lake 19221976 18661940
Kamloops Kamloops 18901978 | Roman Catholic | | Sechelt Sechelt 19121975 | Roman Catholic
Kitamaat Elizabeth Long 19221944 | Methodist Tofino Christie/Kakawis 1900-1983 | Roman Catholic
Memoril Williams Lake Cariboo/st. Josephs | 1890-1953; | Roman Catholic
Lower Post Lower Post 19511975 | Roman Catholic Mission 19531981
Lytton St.George's 19011979 | Anglican Yale All Hallows 18691978 | Anglican





image7.png
For more than a century and a half,
Aboriginal children across Canada
were stolen from loving homes and
healthy communities and forced
into residential schools under a
government policy to assimilate
Indigenous people. As a top
government official said at the time,
the system was “geared towards the
Final Solution to the Indian problem.
It was expressly designed “to kill the
Indian in the child.”
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In British Columbia, there were at
least 22 residential schools mandated
by the federal government and
operated by the Roman Catholic,
Methodist, Anglican, Presbyterian,
and United Churches of Canada.
Attendance at residential schools
was made mandatory by law and
parents who refused to send their
children were threatened with fines or
imprisonment.
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Nonetheless, Aboriginal communities
resisted the laws that ripped their
families apart. Parents often hid their
children deep in forests and on trap
lines, anywhere the Indian agents
might not go. To avoid capture,

they also sent their children away to
hide amongst friends or relations in
distant communities. They lobbied
for schools in their own communities
so their children would not be taken
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away to get an education but their
pleas were ignored. Why? Because the
government’s aim was to break the
bonds between Aboriginal children
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and their families, communities, and
cultures.
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In residential schools, Aboriginal
children were forbidden to speak their
native languages, were taught that
their cultures were inferior and that
they themselves were worthless. They
suffered all manner of abuse: physical,
emotional, sexual, psychological, and
spiritual. Despite these atrocities,
children in residential schools and
their families at home continued to
maintain their connections to each
other and to their cultural heritage.
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The generations who endured such
trauma in childhood were silenced
for decades because of the fear and
shame instilled in them by cruel
treatment and constant deprivation.
This led to a fundamental breakdown
of communities, and alienated the
children from their families and
cultural traditions. For many children
and grandchildren of survivors,
intergenerational impacts continue to
be felt to this day.
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Residential schools are not a thing of
the distant past. It wasn't until 1984
that all residential schools in BC were
closed down; the last one in Canada
didn’t close until 1996.

Although the history of residential
schools was hidden for decades,
our public education system no
longer censors the past. Finally,
this once-hidden history is coming
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to light and the public education
system is changing to reflect that.

As survivors have begun to share
their experiences, painful as that is

to do, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
teachers are determined to work with
them to bring their knowledge into
the classroom and help ensure that
such massive violations of children’s
rights can never again take place.
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From 1913 to his retirement in 1932,
Duncan Campbell Scott served as
federal Deputy Superintendent of
Indian Affairs, the highest non-elected
position in the department. Scott was
a fervent believer in the government’s
policy of “civilizing” Aboriginal
children by aggressively assimilating
them into the white European society.
The stated goal was “to kill the Indian
in the child.” In 1920, he said:
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Iwant to get rid of the Indian
problem. | do not think as a matter
of fact, that the country ought

to continuously protect a class

of people who are able to stand
alone... Our objective is to continue
until there is not a single Indian in
Canada that has not been absorbed
into the body politic and there is

no Indian question, and no Indian
Department...
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* DID YOU KNOW?

: Duncan Campbell Scott

: amended the Indian Actin

: 1920 making it mandatory

- for all Native children to

. attend residential school,

. knowing that the mortality

: rates ranged from 30%-75%. .
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To achieve this goal, Scott made
enrolment in residential schools
mandatory, even though at the

same time organized delegations of
First Nations were appearing before
Parliament to urge the government to
“make such provisions that we could
be given an opportunity under the law
to run our own schools in such a way
as will meet the desires of the people.”
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Scott ignored their entreaties.
What's worse, he suppressed the
government’s own medical health
officer’s information about the
appalling conditions in the schools,
and never changed course even
though tremendous numbers of
students were dying of tuberculosis,
malnutrition, and other causes.

He wrote:
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It is readily acknowledged that
Indian children lose their natural
resistance to illness by habituating
so closely in the residential schools
and that they die at a much higher
rate than in their villages. But this
does not justify a change in the
policy of this Department which is
geared towards a final solution of
our Indian Problem.
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As well as being a top-level
bureaucrat, Scott was a famous
literary figure in his time and even
today is celebrated as one of Canada’s
foremost Confederation poets. Some
of his poems describe Aboriginal
people and places, and reveal his
colonialist worldview. For example,

in “The Onondaga Madonna” he
describes: “This woman of a weird and
waning race/The tragic savage lurking
in her face...”
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Scott’s poetry is still included in
literary anthologies and taught in
schools, often without any reference
to his mission to find “the final
solution of our Indian Problem.” The
phrase “the final solution” today
signifies Adolf Hitler's genocidal plan
to exterminate the Jews of Europe.
In Canada, survivors, scholars,

and the Truth and Reconciliation
commissioners have described the
residential school system as a form of
“cultural genocide.”
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What do you think?
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Thomas Moore before 1874
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Thomas Mode after 1874
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The Canadian government staged dramatic “before and after” photos of Aboriginal children. In the before photo,
Thomas Moore, a student in the Regina Indian Industrial School, is dressed as a “savage” holding a revolver. In the

after photo, he s “civilized” in his suit. Propaganda like this was used by the Department of Indian Affairs tojustify the
residential school system. Few knew that both the before and after photos were faked images with no connection to the
Cree boy's real life. Thomas Moore’s “before” clothing includes women's traditional attire which a male would never wear.

—Residential Schools With the Words and Images of Survivors,
By Larry Loyie with Wayne K. Spear and Constance Brissenden, Indigenous Education Press, 2014
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Peter Henderson Bryce
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The doctor who blew the whistle on a national crime
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Dr. Peter Henderson Bryce was a
principled and energetic pioneer of
public health in Canada. Trained at
the University of Toronto, and later
in Edinburgh and Paris, he became

a leading expert on tuberculosis. He
served as Canada'’s first Chief Medical
Health Officer from 1904-21.
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In 1907, after visiting 35 schools across
the Prairie provinces, Bryce issued

a damning report that exposed

the appalling health standards in
residential schools. Communicable
diseases, especially TB, killed on
average 24% of children. In one
school, he reported the death rate
was a staggering 75%.
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Bryce made practical
recommendations for improvement,
as he was confident that medical
science knew how to prevent such
diseases and avoid needless deaths.
He urged swift implementation of his
recommendations, but government
quietly relegated his report to the
back shelf and did nothing. He wrote
repeatedly to Duncan Campbell
Scott—and to Scott’s superiors—
calling on them to implement his
suggestions, but ultimately Bryce
was let go, his position eliminated,
his reputation undermined, and his
research discontinued.
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It wasn't until 1922, after he was
officially retired, that Bryce was
finally able to publish his landmark
study: The Story of a National Crime:
An Appeal for Justice to the Indians of
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Canada. In it, he presented irrefutable
evidence that TB was killing students
and the government was failing to
prevent their deaths.

After that, the government couldn’t
pretend not to know, yet the schools
were not closed until 74 years later.
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Dr. Bryce is seen by many as a hero
of this dark chapter in Canadian
history. His scientific work provided
irrefutable evidence of the suffering
of thousands of children in these
institutions. Beyond that, at a time
when many others were silent or
complicit, he spoke out fearlessly for
the most vulnerable and for their
rights to healthcare.

We cannot “unknow” this. Now that
you know about this, what can you do?
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Dr. Bryce stood up for First
Nations, Métis and Inuit
children even when it was

a hard thing to do because
other people criticized

him. He knew what was i
right and, in a peaceful and
: respectful way, kept on i
i trying to help the children.

—Cindy Blackstock, First Nations
Child and Family Caring Society
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So what is there to learn from
these two men? Ninety years

on, the Department of Indian
Affairs continues to act as a
bureaucratic impediment to basic
improvements in education,
health and social improvement.
There is nothing accidental about
this dysfunction. It is the result

of decades of deliberate policy
choices—the same choices that
promoted Duncan Campell Scott
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while suppressing the work of
Peter Henderson Bryce.

Ninety years on, we have the job

of undoing these wrong choices.

It is time that we put our nation
back on the right road with our
treaty partners. So, it may seem like
a century too late, but thank you
Peter Bryce for your dedication and
public service.
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Imagine that you are five years old. A stranger comes to your home village
and seizes you from your mother’s arms. Imagine he takes you hundreds of
miles away to a place where white people in black robes cut off your hair
and take away your clothes, the ones your mother made especially for you.

They also take away your name—you get a number instead. They separate
you from your brothers and sisters, and forbid you to speak to one another
in your native language. Imagine being silenced with shouts.

Imagine toiling in field and kitchen yet going hungry all the time. Imagine
being hit or strapped for breaking rules you don‘t know or understand.
Imagine learning that your family traditions and culture are evil and
barbaric, while the Christian God is the only true Creator, the God of

love. Imagine a heavy hand on your shoulder pulling you away from the
dormitory in the night.




image2.png
Imagine you're sick, feverish, and alone. Other children also coughing,
gasping. Some are dying and you know it, even though they try to cover it up.

Imagine running away from it all, desperate to be safe and loved back
home. Imagine being hunted and caught, then returned to even harsher
punishments.

Now imagine you are a parent, your child stolen from your embrace and
taken to the same cruel place you knew as a child. You could face a jail
sentence if you don’t obey their laws that say your child must go and learn
the European ways. If you resist, your child will be taken anyway.

You worry that your child will reject your teachings and your traditional way
of life. But most of all you fear that your child will endure the same abuse
you did. The fact you are powerless to prevent that abuse torments you
even more.




image3.png
Imagine the unthinkable—your child died, far away, without you there for
comfort. Imagine your child is buried in an unmarked grave, in an unknown
place. Imagine they don't even tell you that your beloved child won't ever
be coming home, let alone where their final resting place is.

Truth and Reconciliation Commissioner Dr. Marie Wilson has challenged
Canadians to try to feel the anguish of the 150,000 Aboriginal children taken

from their parents, sometimes forever.

“Think of that. Bear that. Imagine that.”
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