POETIC TERMS –Ms. Ashley
Alliteration: repetition of an initial sound (usually a consonant).  E.g.: “beaded bubbles” (think tongue twister)
Allusion:  an indirect reference to a famous person, place or thing, usually from the Bible, history, other literature, or mythology. (someone/something you assume people know about already)  The use of allusion assumes a common cultural background with readers, whether the writer says, “Pride was his Achilles heel” or “She was in Heartbreak Hotel.”

Analogy:  a comparison between two things in which the more complex is explained in terms of the more simple 

i.e. comparing a year-long profile of the stock index to a roller-coaster ride.

a thing) in conflict with the main character or protagonist. (forces acting against the main character.)

Apostrophe:  a rhetorical address to someone or something invisible, inanimate, or not normally addressed.  John Donne apostrophizes death in the line “Death, be not proud.”
Assonance:  repetition of a vowel sound
Ballad: a narrative poem in stanzas. 
Blank verse:  unrhymed iambic pentameter.  The most common verse in Shakespeare’s plays.

Cliché:  A trite or overused expression or idea
Colloquial: the casual diction of informal speech and writing; ) words and phrases used in everyday speech but avoided in formal writing 

Conceit:  a far fetched and ingenious comparison ie:  You are as beautiful as the sun and as gentle as a summer breeze.

Concrete poetry:  Refers to the placement of words on the page so that a picture is formed containing the image

 of the poem itself.  Through this, concrete poetry is able to provide a multiple experience.
Consonance: repetition of consonant sounds in the middle or at the ends of sets of words 

Epic: a long narrative poem about the adventures of a hero. The word is loosely used to describe any kind of story (such as a novel or movie) that is vast in scope.

Euphemism:  “fine speech” or verbal device used to avoid an unpleasant concept 

or expression (the use of a word or phrase that is less direct, but that is also less distasteful 

or less offensive than another)Ie.  Instead of saying someone died a person might say

 they passed away

Extended metaphor: a metaphor developed at length and in detail, typically over an entire poem, stanza or paragraph
Figure of speech or figurative language:  language that describes a thing by comparing it to some-thing else.  The most common figures of speech are metaphor, simile, personification, metonymy and synecdoche.  The opposite of figurative is literal.
Free verse: poetry in an open form, without rhyme and meter.

Hyperbole or Overstatement:  a figure of speech in which exaggeration is used for emphasis or effect.  E.g.: “I’m so hungry I could eat a horse.”
Image:  a sensory experience rendered in language.  According to the sense, an image is visual, auditory, tactile (touch), gustatory (taste), or olfactory (smell).
Imagery:  The collective function of the images in a work, or an author’s use of images, is imagery.
Internal Rhyme:  rhyme within a line in a poem.  E.g.: “I bring fresh showers for the thirsting flowers”
Inverted syntax: reversing the normal word order of a sentence 

Irony:  a twist of fate. Adifficult term to define, irony can refer to a manner of expression or a quality in the thing perceived.  In both cases, irony involves the perception of discrepancy, usually between apparent and real significance.  It is an indirect way of communicating an attitude.  Irony can vary in tone, from humorous to bitter.
Litote:  saying something positive by using two negatives(A figure of speech in which a positive is stated by

 negating its opposite. Litotes, which is a form of understatement, is the opposite of hyperbole.i.e., he's no mug.

 no small victory, not a bad idea, not unhappy.

Lyric:  a short poem that is neither narrative nor dramatic.  It may express thoughts and feelings, describe something, or reflect upon something.  Most poems studied in school are lyrics.

Metaphor:  a figure of speech in which a thing is described as something else not using the words like or as. 

Meter: a rhythmic pattern of stress in a poem

Metonymy:  a figure of speech in which one word or phrase is substituted for another with which it is closely associated.  In “The pen is mightier than the sword,” pen and sword are metonymies for the printed word and military force, respectively.

Onomatopoeia:  the use of sound to suggest the qualities of the thing described.  Poets use meter, vowel sounds, and consonant sounds to suggest sound, time, movement, effort, texture or tone
Oxymoron:  a rhetorical device in which contradictory terms (usually an adjective and a noun) are combined.  E.g.: “Beautiful tyrant! Fiend angelical!” (Juliet describing Romeo). (Figure of flat contradiction)

Parody: making fun of a piece of literary work through imitation (ie. Weird Al)

Personification:  using human characteristics to describe something that is not human. A figure of speech in which something abstract or internal (e.g., time, love) is represented as a person.
Persuasion; persuasive

Pun:  a play on words.  The terms wordplay and ambiguity are also used; ambiguity may refer more to phrasing than words.
Refrain: the line or lines that are repeated in music or in verse; the "chorus" of a song.
Rhyme:  : identical or similar sounds, usually at the end of a line of poetry.
Rhyme scheme: the order in which rhymed words recur.  In a stanza of four lines, the possible rhyme schemes include abab, abcb, and abba.

Rhythm:  The patterned, recurring alternations of contrasting elements of sound or speech.
Sarcasm: witty language used to convey insults or scorn
Simile:  a comparison using an explicit connective such as like or as
Slant or half rhyme:  rhyme in which final sounds are similar but not identical.  The opposite of exact or true rhyme.  Also called near or half rhyme
Sonnet:  a fourteen-line poem, usually in iambic pentameter, in a fixed rhyme scheme.  The sonnet originated in Italy.  Early sonnets (through Shakespeare’s time) were often about unrequited love.

Stanza:  a group of lines whose pattern (number, meter, rhyme) recurs throughout a poem.  Certain stanza forms are common in English verse: couplets (a two-line pattern of rhyme), triplets (three rhymed lines), quatrains (four-line stanzas, usually rhymed abab), ballad stanzas (four lines rhymed abcb, alternating four- and three-foot lines).  The term stanza is loosely used for any group of lines set apart in a poem.

Symbol; symbolism:  a thing that suggests more than its literal meaning. (something used to represent something else) Can be a thing or an action. Symbolism is the collective function of symbols in a work, or an author’s use of symbols.
Synedoche:  a figure of speech in which a part of a thing stands for the whole.  E.g.: “Lend me your ears” (Shakespeare, Julius Caesar).
Understatement:  a rhetorical device, usually ironic in tone, in which something is emphasized by being understated.  E.g. from a bumper sticker: “One nuclear bomb can ruin your whole day.”

