	Who am I?  
[1]   I am myself.

But what does that mean?

I wish I knew.

I am trapped inside this shell.

[2] I want to soar in the wind (5)
Like an eagle,

But all I do is run around,

and stick my head in the sand

Like an ostrich.

Avoiding life, avoiding risk, (10)
Playing it safe.

[3]  I am a fake.

I pretend to be so strong, 

When inside I am just a little leaf, 

Shaking steadily in the winds of discontent.(15)
[4]  I want to be so much more,

To do so much more.

But I am afraid.

Afraid to be free.

Afraid to try to fly. (20)
[5]  But I don’t want to be.

If an ugly duckling can transform himself

Into a beautiful swan

Why can’t I?

[6]  Why can’t I defy the odds, (25)
And believe in myself.

See the beauty within myself,

And let it shine,

A wondrous rainbow of hopes and dreams,

As brilliant and as beautiful (30)
As the fireworks on New Year’s Eve.

[7]  ARRRRRRRGGGGGHHHHHH!!!!

I want to scream out loud.

To shout my feelings to the world.

“Everyone, listen to me… (35)
I am here…

I am real…

And I’m not going anywhere”


	[8]  Maybe I can do it…

Like the little engine who thought he could (40)
Who knew he could

Make it up the hill.

He didn’t let anyone tell him any different.

I want to be like that.

[9]  He didn’t ‘wimp out’ (45)
He summoned his inner strength

And defied the odds.

He triumphed over adversity.

He believed.

[10]  You know what? (50)
I believe too.

Why should I continue to be afraid?

To hide away from life.

Who am I hiding from anyways?

I am just as good as anyone else. (55)
[11] I don’t know why I didn’t realize this before.

Why have I been hiding from an enemy

That never really existed?

No one is going to stop me

From following my dreams. (60)
From wishing on a star.

[12]  I feel like a weight has been lifted,

A light has burst out inside of me,

One that is desperate to be seen,

Desperate to be heard, (65)
Desperate to live life.

[13]  Watch out world,

Keep an eye on me.

Why?

Because… (70)
I have finally figured it out.

I know who I am.

I know where I come from.

I know why I am here.

I know what it means. (75)
I’m not trapped anymore.

I am myself.

And there’s no one else I’d rather be.

By Anna Ashley.




“Who am I?” poem questions
1. Find the following poetic devices in the stanzas listed.  Stanzas are numbered on the left.  The lines of poetry are numbered on the right.  Write the term first.  Then write the line number (s) is in and enough of the line(s) to show the example from the poem.  Finally, explain why it is an example of that term, using the definition.  (see example)

Answer Example-  
Stanza 1: Hyperbole- Line 3- I am trapped inside this shell- This is an example of hyperbole because the poet is exaggerating how much the person feels trapped in their life.
Find the poetic devices listed in the following stanzas:

Stanza 1:  Metaphor

Stanza 2: Simile (x2), hyperbole

Stanza 3:  Alliteration, metaphor (x2)

Stanza 4:  Alliteration, assonance (x2)

Stanza 5:  Allusion

Stanza 6: Metaphor (x2), colloquial expression, cliché, Allusion, simile

Stanza 7:  Onomatopoeia

Stanza 8:  Allusion, metaphor, symbol

Stanza 9: colloquial expression, personification

Stanza 10:  Personification

Stanza 11:  irony, cliché

Stanza 12:  metaphor, symbol

Stanza 13:  assonance

2.  What do you think this poem is about?  Explain using a reason, example and explanation.

