Harrison Bergeron-Position Statement Sheet 
INSTRUCTIONS
A position statement is one that you take a position of agreeing or disagreeing with.  For this story you will be asked to formulate an opinion before you read the story and then afterwards, as if you were the author.  For the purpose of this assignment you must take the position that if you agree with the position, that you would always agree, no matter what the circumstances.  If there is even one situation that would cause you to change your position you must disagree.  You must answer each position statement exactly as shown in the example given.
Before reading the story: 
Agree or disagree with each of these position statements using your own personal opinions and experiences.  Follow the example for writing each answer.

Example of how to write them up:
IF THE STATEMENT WAS:           BOOKS ARE ALWAYS BORING.    agree  or  disagree
If you always think this is true then you would agree.  If you think it is sometimes true but sometimes not true then you would disagree.  

Example of a proper written reason, example and explanation for this example:

Opinion-Point form- 

books aren’t always boring
Opinion-Sentence-   

I don’t agree that books are always boring.  

Reason- Point form- 

books are entertaining
Reason-Sentence-   
One reason I think this not true is that sometimes a book can actually be entertaining.  

Example- Point form-

War of the Worlds- lots of aliens and action
Example-Sentence   

For example, in a book like War of the Worlds, there are aliens and lots of                   



action.  

Explanation-Point form
action is exciting- not boring
Explanation:    
Since there sometimes can be a lot of action, which is exciting, this therefore means not all books are boring. 

Please give your opinions on a separate piece of paper and hand them in when you are finished all.  You must do one written opinion for each statement.  You must include both point form and sentence answers just like in the example given.
1. ALL PEOPLE SHOULD BE TREATED EQUALLY.
2. SOME PEOPLE ARE BORN WITH UNFAIR ADVANTAGES IN LIFE.

3. DIVERSITY IS IMPORTANT IN SOCIETY.

4. WE SHOULD VALUE OUR INDIVIDUAL STRENGTHS.

5. PEOPLE SHOULD FIGHT FOR WHAT THEY BELIEVE IN.

Author position statement assignment: (to be done after having read the story)
Now that you have read the story, you must decide whether you think the author of the book agrees or disagrees with each of the statements. For each of the position statements you need to state whether you think the author would agree or disagree.  Once you have decided on the author’s position, then you will need to complete position statements based on what you think their opinion would be, just as you did for your own opinion.  This should not be done until after you read the story. 

