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Symbolism 

•The Eagles and Ravens have traditional and 
hereditary rights to use and display certain 
crests. A sample of the most commonly used 
crests are as follows: 

•EAGLES:  Eagle, Beaver, Sea Wolf, Hawk, 

    Killer Whale, Raven, Frog and Dragonfly. 

•RAVENS:  Raven, Killer whale, Grizzly bear, 
Black bear, Hawk, Moon, Sea Wolf, Shark and 
Wolf. 

 



The Eagle 

•The eagle is the ruler of 
the sky and has the 
ability to transform itself. 

•The eagle also has a 
connection with our 
creator. 

• It symbolizes grace, 
power, and has great 
intellectual abilities. 

 



The Raven 

•In many stories the raven 
teaches us about life and 
right from wrong. 
•The raven is often 
misbehaving but never 
boring.   
•He symbolizes change in 
life, creativity, and 
humour.  
•Discovered mankind in a 
clam shell 
•Delivers water 



The Bear 

•The bear has a great self 
awareness and is also 
able to deliberate about 
choices or actions. 

•The bear symbolizes 
family and strength. 

•Known as “Elder 
Kinsmen” – high ranking 
guest 

 

 



The Beaver 

•The beaver has a great 
understanding of nature 
and working in harmony 
with his surroundings. 
•The beaver symbolizes 
good work ethics, a strong 
will and protector, with a 
strong sense of family. 
•Responsible for returning 
the salmon that the Raven 
stole 
 



The Butterfly 

•The butterfly has the 
ability to accept change, is 
also a messenger to our 
people. 

•The butterfly symbolizes 
metamorphosis, balance 
and grace. 

•Spokesperson for the 
Raven 



The Whale 

•The whale is known to 
help people in need 
whether we are helpless or 
wounded.  

 

•The whale symbolizes 
kindness, intelligence and 
compassion.  

•Orcas are a symbol for 
romance as they mate for 
life 

 



The Frog 

•The frog is a sign to our 
people to put away the 
winter activities and 
prepare or a new season. 

•The frog symbolizes 
cleansing, peace and 
rebirth. 

•Often seen on house posts 
because they are believed 
to keep the house from 
falling over 

 



The Wolf 

•The wolf is known for his 
intellegence, 
leadership and strong 
sense of familly values as 
well as being a great 
team player. 

•The wolf symbolizes 
perseverance, intuition 
and success. 

•Also mate for life 

 



The Salmon 

•The salmon symbolizes 
instinct, determination 
and persistence. 

 

•The salmon is also a 
provider of life. Salmon in 
pairs is good luck. 

 



The Hummingbird 

•The hummingbird sends 
messages to the people 
of things to come.  

•Messages can be a spirit 
message or a message of 
healing. 

•The hummingbird 
symbolizes beauty, 
intelligence, and love. 

 



The Dragonfly 

•Dragonfly is a symbol of 
change, transformation 
and swiftness.  



The Owl 

•First Nations people 
perceived the owl to be 
linked with wisdom, 
foresight and the keeper of 
sacred knowledge.   

•The Owl is a great 
foreteller of weather 
conditions and can be 
observed to identify 
changes in environment. 



The Thunderbird 

•Thunderbird is a giant 
supernatural bird who 
causes thunder and 
lightning. 

•The Thunderbird 
represents the carrying 
out of law and protocol. 


