General Questions for novel
When you have finished reading your book, take a while to reflect on the following questions, and be prepared to discuss your responses with your group next class. 

1. Summarize the plot of the novel in 1-2 pages.  It can be in point form but should include all major events and major characters in the novel.
2. What were your initial responses to the book overall? How did you feel? What were you thinking about when you finished reading it? 
3. To what parts of the book did you respond most strongly, either positively or negatively? 
4. How would you describe the main character of your book? What words do you think would best describe him/her? 
5. What problems does this character face over the course of the novel? Does the character overcome these problems? How? What personal characteristics does the character have or develop to allow him/her to overcome these problems? 
6. Do any other characters help or hinder the main character along the way? Who are the other important characters in the book and what role do they play? 
7. By the end of the novel, has the character changed, in your opinion? In what ways? Do you see this change as being positive, negative, or a combination of both? 
8. Does the setting play an important role in the novel? Could the novel have been set in any other environment and been as effective? 
9. What role does the larger community play in the novel? How does the community affect/not affect the main character? 
10. What are some possible themes or messages of this book?  Give examples that support your opinion.
What to do when finished these questions:

When you have finished answering these questions you need to start going through the novel and looking for important quotes, and sections of the novel that relate to a specific theme.  You will need these quotes in an essay you will be writing.  You can use post it notes to mark these in your novel.

Assignment One: The Characters.
·   

1. Complete one of the following major assignments (20 marks):
 

· Look through the newspaper want ads and find a job that you think would suit a main character in your novel. Compose a letter of application or resume for the character to apply for the job. Be sure to highlight your character’s experience, skills and positive characteristics.
· Surmise where the characters of your novel will be in twenty years. Pretend they’re reunited 20 years after the time in which your story takes place. What will their jobs, relationships etc. be like? Make sure you support your conclusion by stating why you think the characters turned out this way.
· Pretend you are describing a main character in your novel to a friend. Write a complete description of any main character. Be sure to include physical appearance and personal characteristics. Cite examples from the story to support your description.
· Interview a main character in your novel. Make up interview questions (and answers) and write a magazine article entitle "My Interview with…" You should have a minimum of 5 questions.
· Write an obituary for a main character. Consult a newspaper to see how an obituary is written. Include an epitaph.
 
 

2. Complete two of the following minor assignments (10 marks):
 

· Write a postcard to a friend from a secondary character in your novel. Tell your friend about an event that happened in the novel. Use an index card and illustrate the front with a scene or setting from the novel.
· Invite a secondary character to dinner. Write a note of explanation to your mother. Suggest a menu.
· If there was going to be a film based on your novel, which actors would you choose to portray the characters and why?
· As a character from your novel, write a journal entry. Have the character express his or her thoughts about a pleasant or disappointing experience from the novel.
· Write an acrostic about a character in your novel by using the letters of his/her name. Your words should describe the character.
· Use the cinquain form of poetry to describe a character. Because so few words are used, choose carefully.
· Choose any character from your novel and imagine the qualities this character would look for in a best friend. To help you identify these qualities, revisit the novel to examine his/her relationships with others.
 

Assignment Two: The Setting
 

Complete the assignment below* and attach it to one of the art projects below: (total 20 marks)
 

*Write a paragraph describing the setting of your novel. Describe the time period and location your story takes place. (this is mandatory)
 

Complete one art project:
 

· Make a map to show where the action takes place in the novel. Put labels on the map to show what happened at each place.
· Create a shoebox diorama of a scene from your novel.
· Design a bedroom for your main character considering the time of the story and your character’s characteristics and preferences. Label your diagram.
 
 Assignment Three – The Plot
 

Complete one of the following assignments (20 marks):
·  

· Write a synopsis of your novel.
· Create a time line of the main events in your novel.
· Create a plot diagram of your novel. Label it using events in the story.
· Pretend you are a reporter and write a newspaper article based on a climatic event in your novel. Include answers to questions who, what, where, when, why and how. (Decide whether you will write the Globe and Mail version, or The National Enquirer version) Be sure to include a headline.
· Imagine that you are driving along a highway. As you begin your journey, you pass a sign that tells what happens at the beginning of your novel. As you follow the highway, you notice that each sign represents an important event in the novel. Signs on roads that branch off from the main highway, tell of less important events. Illustrate and label a "highway" representing your novel.
 

Assignment Four – Language
 

Complete one of the following assignments (10 marks):
·  

· Make a small dictionary of new words found in your book. (20 words)
· List 10 words learned from the book. Define them and quote the sentence in which you found them.
· Quote two passages of good description and explain them.
· Find quotations from your novel that capture the theme of the novel or the author’s writing style. Print your quote on a background illustration that expresses the novel’s theme.
 

Assignment Five: Oral Presentation
 

Complete one of the following assignments (10 marks)
·  

· Pretend you are a character from this book. Write and perform a two-minute monologue about your life. Feel free to predict future events (e.g. things that happen after time period of the book).
· Design a book jacket for your book. Present it to the class and explain the design and how it relates to the book.
· Write and read aloud a poem about your book. (any style)
· Write and perform a TV commercial for your book.
· In two minutes, try to "sell" the class on this book. Clever gimmicks are welcome.
· Design a costume one of the characters might have worn. Present it to the class and explain your choice.
· Create promotional items to encourage others to read your novel. You might consider posters, brochures,t-shirts, and coffee cup logos. Present your item to the class and explain why you think it will be successful at promoting your book.
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ENG    MR. SAITZ   INDEPENDENT NOVEL STUDY         

       As the name implies, independent study will involve you in reading

       a novel and then selecting a series of activities to be completed

       during the class time devoted to independent study.  You will be

       required to complete three progress assignments and one final

       project.  You may do three journals if you are still reading the

       novel, three assignments if you are finished or a mixture of

       journals and assignments depending on your progress.

       You will be evaluated on the following:

                --your progress during the class time given over to the

       novel.  This will be assessed through conferences with the teacher

       and by submitting logs or assignments as you go along.

                -- the final assignment(s).

       It may take you a long time to read a novel. It is obvious that you

       will need more time to read the novel than will be given in class.

       Therefore, begin reading the novel at the beginning of the unit but

       finish reading it at home and then complete the assignments in

       class.

       1- The Log or Journal.  This will be done if you have just started

       or not finished your novel on the first day of the independent

       study unit.

       A- During the last class of each week, you will submit a response

       to the novel based upon what you have read up to then.

       Each log entry will include the following at the top of the entry.

                Your name.

                The name of the novel

                The date.

                The pages covered in the log entry.

       EACH JOURNAL ENTRY MUST INCLUDE THE ABOVE INFORMATION AND BE MORE

       THAN 250 WORDS.  THIS MEANS THAT YOU WILL WRITE ABOUT 250 WORDS PER

       JOURNAL AND SUBMIT THREE JOURNALS.

       B- Evaluation

           During the last class of each week, you will hand-in your

       journal for marking.  It may be marked in the class by the teacher

       or marked and then returned at the beginning of the next class.  It

       will be marked on the basis of length and thoroughness. This will

       form about 50% of your mark.

       C- Contents of the journal.

       Use these questions as a guide.  Include any personal observations

       on the novel.

       All responses must be in sentences.

       At the beginning of your log, these are some questions to consider:

       Why did you select this novel?

       What information did you need to know before reading the novel.

       What has happened before the novel began?

       What's going on as the story begins?

       Who is telling the story?

       What is the setting of the novel?  Is the setting important or

       could the novel be happening anywhere? Why?

       What is the initial or first problem faced by the main character?

       How does the author get you to read on or hold your interest?    

       Towards the middle of your novel, these are some possible

       questions:

       What new things are added to the original problem as the novel

       progresses?

       What plot twists or unexpected events happen as the novel goes on?

       Comment on the style of the novel.  Is it easy or hard to follow

       the events?

       Is the language in the novel difficult or easy?

       To what age group is the novel aimed?

       Is there a message or main theme emerging in the book?  How is it

       shown?

       Describe any new characters that are introduced?  What is their

       purpose?

       Near the end of your novel:

       What is the climax of the novel?

       How are the major and minor conflicts solved?

       What were the major things which helped to resolve the plot?

       What message did you get from the novel? How was this message

       conveyed?

       Is the novel believable?

       Why would you (or why wouldn't you) recommend this novel to a

       friend?

       Why did (or didn't) the novel meet your expectations?

       PROGRESS ASSIGNMENTS-- These will be done if you have finished most

       of your novel and are not doing the journal.

       Hand in each  as you complete it.  This will be marked and then

       handed back for filing or correction.

       You must hand in each progress assignment as it is completed.  You

       will have about two weeks (five classes) to complete this section.

       ACTIVITY #1--PLOT

                Write a short plot summary of your novel.  This should be

       about 250 words. Include information such as where and when the

       story happens, who is telling the story and whether or not you

       enjoyed the plot and your reasons.

                What does the title have to do with the book?

       ACTIVITY #2--CHARACTERIZATION

       1- Choose an important character

       Write the following:

                Write a sketch of the character and include:

                        --appearance.

                        --actions

                        --ideas-- what the character thinks.

                        --manner-- how the character acts.

                        --reactions of others to the character.

                Why is s/he important in the novel.

                Would you like to be the main character?  Why or why not?

                Would you like the main character for a friend?  Give your

                reasons.

       ACTIVITY #3-- YOUR REACTION

       1- What message did you get from this book?

                --for whom was the book written?

                --do you think that the author was successful in getting

                  the message across?  Why?

       2- Good and bad points about your novel.  Write a review of the

       novel and give good reasons as to why a friend should or should not

       read the novel.  INCLUDE EXAMPLES  FROM YOUR NOVEL TO SUPPORT YOUR

       REVIEW.

       3- Any other comments that you would like to make, such as whether

       the novel is part of a series or is it the only one by the author,

       and whether you will read any more by this author.

       4- Did the novel help you in any way?

       Due Date: 


 FINAL ASSIGNMENT

       Pick one of the following.  Feel free to make up your own

       assignment as long as you have it approved in advance.

       1- Find a movie which dealt with a similar theme or subject and

       write a review of it explaining why it is like your novel.

       2- Do a review of another novel with the same theme or subject and

       write a review of it explaining why it is similar to your novel.

       3- Do a collage of newspaper articles or photographs and write an

       explanation of how it relates to your novel.

       4- Write an alternate (better?) ending for the novel.

       5- Write a short story based upon the same theme, subject or

       characters as the novel that you read.

       6- Draw a map of where the story takes place and label all of the

       important places.  On a separate sheet of paper, explain how the

       places were used in the novel.

       7- Find a song or poem, one of each, or several songs and poems

       that relate to the theme or subject of your novel.  Write out the

       words/lyrics and then explain how it or they relate to your novel.

       Or you could write a song or poems and then explain them.

       8- Interview one of the characters and then write out your

       interview.  You might pretend that you are a writer for People

       magazine.

       9- Write a newspaper story about what happened at the end or during

       a part of your novel  This will be a news story.  Include a photo

       if you like.

       10- Write an autobiography (life story) of the author or one of the

       characters.

      LIST OF OPTIONAL NOVELS

           Feel free to use your own novel.  However, if you are having

       trouble selecting one, you may want to choose from this list.

                The Outsiders                   S.E. Hinton

                The Pearl                       John Steinbeck

                The Call of the Wild            Jack London

                That Was Then...This is Now     S.E. Hinton

Novel Study Evaluation Rubric: 
 
	Assessment principle:
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Reading response journal summarizes character, setting and plot development accurately and with proper detail; writing is clear, well organized, and effective; responses are thoughtful, and includes adequate detail, addressing several aspects throughout the various chapters
	Very few of these ideas are addressed.
	Some of these ideas are addressed.
	Many of these ideas are addressed.
	All of these ideas are addressed.

	Group questions are appropriate, and include an adequate number of the three levels of questions. Answers are appropriate. Appropriate number of questions and answers are present
	Very few of these ideas are addressed.
	Some of these ideas are addressed.
	Many of these ideas are addressed.
	All of these ideas are addressed.

	Letter is of proper length, and includes adequate detail. Writing is appropriate and well written, with particular attention to writing conventions
	Very few of these ideas are addressed.
	Some of these ideas are addressed.
	Many of these ideas are addressed.
	All of these ideas are addressed.

	Plot outline addresses the major points, and correctly identifies the introduction, climax and conclusion; at least 8-10 well chosen points support the rising action
	Very few of these ideas are addressed.
	Some of these ideas are addressed.
	Many of these ideas are addressed.
	All of these ideas are addressed.

	Figurative language is well chosen, correct, and complete
	Very few of these ideas are addressed.
	Some of these ideas are addressed.
	Many of these ideas are addressed.
	All of these ideas are addressed.

	Ending to the story is of adequate length, and ties up all the loose ends of the story; story is well written, with particular attention to writing conventions; story shows evidence of creative thought and is well organized
	Very few of these ideas are addressed.
	Some of these ideas are addressed.
	Many of these ideas are addressed.
	All of these ideas are addressed.

	Glossary is correct and complete
	Very few of these ideas are addressed.
	Some of these ideas are addressed.
	Many of these ideas are addressed.
	All of these ideas are addressed.

	Half page on animal is well written, with particular attention to writing conventions; story shows evidence of creative thought and is well organized 
	Very few of these ideas are addressed.
	Some of these ideas are addressed.
	Many of these ideas are addressed.
	All of these ideas are addressed.

	Character summary is well written, with particular attention to writing conventions; shows evidence of critical thought and is well organized; supporting ideas with respect to the character's personality are well chosen and relevant; summary is an adequate length, and of sufficient detail.
	Very few of these ideas are addressed.
	Some of these ideas are addressed.
	Many of these ideas are addressed.
	All of these ideas are addressed.


  

 

English 10: Term 2 Project – Independent Novel Study

As the name implies, independent study will involve you in reading a novel and then selecting a series of activities to be completed on your own. Throughout the next 10 weeks you will be required to keep a reading journal, complete two focus assignments and one final project which will be part of an oral presentation.  
It may take you a long time to read a novel so you should begin reading right away.  You will have four weeks to complete the reading of the novel.  You should divide your novel into four parts and aim to read one part each week.

1.  Journal:  

A- During the last class of each week, you will submit a response to the novel based upon what you have read up to then. All entries will be kept in a duo tang or Hilroy scribbler.  Each entry will include the following at the top of the entry: Your name, the name of the novel, the date, the pages covered in the log entry.

Each journal entry must include the above information and be at least 150 words (3/4 of a page) in length.  You will submit journal entries on the following dates:

APRIL 11, APRIL 17, April 25, AND May 5.  For ideas on what to include in your entries, check out ‘C’!

B- Evaluation
During the last class of each week, you will hand-in your journal for marking.  It may be marked in the class by the teacher or marked and then returned at the beginning of the next class.  It will be marked on the basis of length and thoroughness. This will

Form 40 % of your mark.

C- Contents of the journal
Comment on at least 3 of the following questions in each entry (they must be three different questions for each entry):

Why did you select this novel?

What information did you need to know before reading the novel?

What has happened before the novel began?

What's going on as the story begins?

Who is telling the story?

What is the setting of the novel?  Is the setting important or could the novel be happening anywhere? Why?

What is the initial or first problem faced by the main character?

How does the author get you to read on or hold your interest?

What new things are added to the original problem as the novel progresses?

What plot twists or unexpected events happen as the novel goes on?

Comment on the style of the novel.  Is it easy or hard to follow the events?

Is the language in the novel difficult or easy?

To what age group is the novel aimed?

Is there a message or main theme emerging in the book?  How is it shown?

Describe any new characters that are introduced?  What is their purpose?

What is the climax of the novel?

How are the major and minor conflicts solved?

What were the major things that helped to resolve the plot?

What message did you get from the novel? How was this message conveyed?

Is the novel believable?

Why would you (or why wouldn't you) recommend this novel to a friend?

Why did (or didn't) the novel meet your expectations?

2.  FOCUS ASSIGNMENTS
There are two assignments to complete once you’ve finished reading the novel.  Choose two of the following three to complete.  The first focus assignment is due May 12, the second May 20. (15% each)
#1—PLOT

Write a short plot summary of your novel. This should be about 250 words(1 page). Include information such as:  What the title has to do with the book, where and when the story happens, who is telling the story, what the central conflict is in the story, what the climax is, how the climax is resolved – or if it isn’t, and whether or not you enjoyed the plot and your reasons.

#2—CHARACTERIZATION

1- Choose an important character from your novel and write a detailed description of the character.  Remember to consider him or her as a real person in order to address all aspects of their personality. Some things to consider:

--appearance.

--actions

--ideas-- what the character thinks.

--manner-- how the character acts.

--reactions of others to the character.

--Why is s/he important in the novel.

--Would you like to be the main character?  Why or why not?

--Would the character make a good friend?  Give your reasons.

Remember to support your description with examples from the novel.

#3-- YOUR REACTION
Write a one page reaction to the novel. In your explanation answer several, but not necessarily all, of the following questions: What do you think the theme of the novel was? Do you think that the author was successful in getting the message across?  Why? For whom was the book written? What are the Good and bad points about your novel and why?  Did the novel help you in any way?  Did you learn anything from the novel?  What did you find most interesting?  What did you find most bizarre?  What was most believable or unbelievable?  Would your recommend this book to any one? Why or why not?  Will you will read any more by this author?

You may also comment on any other part of the novel not covered in the above questions.

3.  FINAL ASSIGNMENT – Due June 6 - 10 (30 % -- 10% oral + 20% project)

The assignment you choose from this list will take more planning and effort than the progress assignments.  It should be started as soon as you finish reading your novel in order to ensure that it is completed on time.  Your final project will be presented to the class from June 6 – 10 as part of your oral presentation. 

Pick one of the following.  Feel free to make up your own assignment as long as you have it approved in advance.

1- Find a movie which dealt with a similar theme or subject and write a review of it explaining why it is like your novel.

2- Do a review of another novel with the same theme or subject and write a review of it explaining why it is similar to your novel.

3- Do a collage of newspaper articles or photographs and write a detailed explanation of how it relates to your novel.

4- Write a short story based upon the same theme, subject or characters as the novel that you read.  Include, on a separate page, how it  relates to your novel.

5- Draw a very detailed map of where the story takes place and label all of the important places.  On a separate sheet of paper, explain how the places were used in the novel.

6- Find a song and poem, one of each, that relate to the theme or subject of your novel.  Write out the words/lyrics and then explain how it or they relate to your novel. 

7.  Write three poems that relate to the beginning, middle and end of the novel and explain their connection to each part of the novel. The poems may focus on a particular character at the beginning, middle, and end.

8- Conduct an imaginary interview with one of the characters and then write out your interview.  You might pretend that you are a writer for People magazine.

9- Write a newspaper story about what happened at the end or during a part of your novel This will be a news story.  Include a photo/illustration.  

10- Imagine you are one of the characters and write an autobiography (life story) of the character.  Base your autobiography on actual events in the story, but you may also create realistic fabrications to supplement and enhance your autobiography.

LIST OF OPTIONAL NOVELS: Tex by S.E. Hinton, Losing Eddie by Deborah Joy Corey, or Crabbe by William Bell.

Project idea adapted from http://home.cogeco.ca/~rayser3/litera1.htm#ind
	Journal Entries—First Stage


	As you read your primary source, you are expected to take notes. You are also expected to reflect on and respond to the work you are reading. These responses and reflections will be expressed formally in your journal entries. A journal entry is your interpretation, response and analysis of your literary work; it is not a plot summary. 

In the first stages of reading, you must write two journal entries on two of the topics below, using the corresponding questions as a guide. You should not answer each of the questions in your entry; the questions are meant to get you thinking about your topic. You are not bound by these questions. Feel free to tailor the topic to your needs. Each entry should be a typed one page (double space). 
  

[image: image1.png]


CHARACTER
Who is the main character? Can you relate to this character in any way? Similarities? Differences? What motivates the character?
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  SETTING
What is the main setting of the book? How is the setting important to the story? Does the setting seem realistic? Is it supposed to be realistic? How might the setting affect the outcome of the story or influence the story’s themes?
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  PLOT
Are you interested in the plot of the story so far? Why or why not? Can you make any prediction about what might happen later in the story? What are you basing your prediction on? If you were the author, what changes would you make to the plot?
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  THEME
Can you see any themes being developed? Can you predict any themes? How is the theme related to other aspects of the book? How does the theme(s) relate to you as a reader?
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  FREE CHOICE
Write an entry on anything that comes to mind from your reading: an idea the narrator or a character suggests; a feeling you get about something in the book; likes or dislikes, etc.




  
	Proposal 1 and Conference


	You will have developed a general research question to your topic, and established 3 to 5 research subheadings to guide your research in the primary sources. You will fill out Proposal Sheet #1 in the ISU package. You will meet with your teacher to discuss possible resources, potential problems and research strategies. You must come to the conference prepared to initiate a discussion. Any questions asked or answered should be recorded on your log sheets.



  

	Journal Entries—Second Stage


	Once you have finished the reading of your primary source, you must complete one of each of the following journal topics:  
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QUOTATION JOURNAL 
The entry has two parts. First, you will keep a list of interesting quotations that you come across in your readings. Choose quotations that make an interesting statement about "life" or quotations that are important to some aspects of the book. You should have between ten (10) to fifteen (15) quotations. Record these quotations along with their page references.  

Second, choose one of these quotations and write a journal entry commenting on:  

· Why you choose it
· Why you believe it is significant 
· Your personal reaction to what it says
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  STYLE JOURNAL
This entry also includes two parts. First, you will keep a list of interesting uses of language and imagery that you come across in your readings, along with their page references. Your list should have between ten (10) to fifteen (15) examples. Submit this list to your teacher. You should be looking for:  

· vivid, poetic, eye-catching description
· imagery
· interesting use of repetition
· figurative language: simile, metaphor, personification
· other interesting, unusual, or particularly eloquent uses of language
Second, choose two (2) of your examples and write a journal entry discussing each in turn. You should do the following: 

· explain the meaning of the passage you have chosen
· explain why you think it is interesting, vivid or effective

explain how it relates to the work as a whole (does it support a theme? reveal something about a character?)




  

	Checkpoint Assignment: Tentative Thesis Statement


	When you are finished reading, you will return to Proposal 1 to answer the research question. That answer will become your tentative thesis statement (which you will submit for checking) and will be used to guide the next stage of the project: planning your essay.



  

	Proposal 2 and Conference


	You will have a thesis statement and a detailed outline of your essay completed (fill out Proposal Sheet #2—the essay outline). During the conference, be prepared to discuss modifications to your thesis statement and essay organization.



  

	Proposal 3: Final Stages and Presentation Planning


	Your written work should be nearing its conclusion. You must begin planning your presentation. Fill out Proposal Sheet #3. The presentation will be evaluated according to the mark scheme in this package and will be ten minutes in length. You may use the following suggestions for your presentation, but you are not limited to them: 
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Talk about what you learned (preferably, this will be something new to the class)
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ITalk about what makes the work worth reading
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Choose an aspect of the work to analyze and present in detail
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Talk about an issue related to your project
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Do a dramatic reading and analyze a passage of your literary work
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Play the role of the main character of the book and tell your audience something interesting about your life
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Play the role of a famous person and comment on the book from his or her perspective
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Bring in material that is related in some significant way to your literary work (poem, song, artwork, story, article, painting, photograph, video clip, etc) and explain how it is related and why it is significant.
After Proposal Sheet #3 is submitted, you will select a date for your presentation.  
The final copy of the ISU essay will be due the same day as your presentation.



  

	Essay


	For a project of this magnitude, you must submit two rough and revised drafts. The final essay will be 1500-2000 words and must be typed (doubnle-spaced). The essay must be properly documented using parenthetical notation and must include a list of works citedusing the MLA Style.



  

	A Note on Plagiarism


	Plagiarism will not be tolerated. If you plagiarize anything, you will receive a mark of zero for the entire ISU. All words and ideas must be yours. If they are not yours, you must acknowledge the original source through proper referencing.



  

	Logs


	Throughout the project, you will keep log sheets detailing how your research and work time is spent, as well as discoveries, questions, or problems encountered in the work.


