Essay Writing

Outline

Topic-

Introduction


-opening statement


-thesis statement


-background information



-3 main reasons

Body Paragraphs


-topic sentence (transition linked to thesis and one of three main reasons from introduction)


-At least 2 reasons/examples/explanations to support the main reason


-conclusion sentence leading to next paragraph

Conclusion


-restate thesis in new and interesting way


-restate three main reasons


-draw a conclusion in conclusion sentence

---------------------------------------------------------------

Thesis statement- a sentence that states what you are trying to prove in your essay

Essay- a piece of writing, written in a structured way, that attempts to prove a point with reasons, examples and explanations

---------------------------------------------------------------

Thesis statements

To come up with a thesis statement when given a topic simply think to yourself

1- what do I know about this topic?

2- what do I think or believe about this topic?

3- what could I say about this topic?

4- what could I prove about this topic?

To come up with reasons to support your thesis ask yourself the following

1- How can I prove this?

2- What reasons do I have for believing this or thinking this?

3- What evidence could I use to convince somebody else?  (ie facts/details/examples etc)

