Sample Essay Outline Format

Topic:  School 

Introduction


Thesis statement:  School is important for your future.

Reason 1:  You need an education to get a job.

Reason 2:  It teaches you skills you need in the future.

Reason 3:  It develops social responsibility.

Body Paragraph #1

Topic sentence: One of the biggest reasons school is important for a person’s future is that you need an education to get a decent job.

Reason #1-  Most jobs require at least a grade 12 education.

Fact/Example #1- The competition for jobs is so high, people with grade 12 are hired before those who never graduated.

Explanation #1- Without grade 12 you’ll have a harder time finding a job.

Reason #2-  Most decent paying jobs require a college education.

Fact/Example #2- Jobs that pay more than minimum wage usually require some form of post secondary training.

Explanation #2-  If you want to get paid a decent wage you need an education.

Reason #3-  All jobs require you to have basic skills such as reading and writing.

Fact/Example #3-  Without school you wouldn’t learn those skills.

Explanation #3- You need school to learn skills needed to get a job.

Conclusion sentence-  Overall, it is obvious that school is important to help you find a decent job.

Body Paragraph #2

Topic sentence: Another reason school is important is because it teaches us skills people need to know.

Reason #1- It teaches us how to read.

Fact/Example #1- Without reading we wouldn’t be able to read job applications/classifieds

Explanation #1- Without reading this would be very difficult to do.

Reason #2-  It teaches us how to use math.

Fact/Example #2- Without math we wouldn’t be able to handle money properly.

Explanation #2- Since money is such an integral part of our lives this would make life difficult.

Reason #3-  It teaches us how to write.

Fact/Example #3- Need to be able to write to fill out job applications.

Explanation #3- We need jobs to survive.  Not having writing would be a hardship

Conclusion sentence- As one can see, it is obvious that school provides us with many skills we need in the future.

Body Paragraph #3

Topic sentence: A third reason school is important is that it teaches us social responsibility.

Reason #1-  Teaches us about team work.

Fact/Example #1- shows us how to compromise and show leadership

Explanation #1- prepares us for community affairs

Reason #2- Teaches us how to follow rules.

Fact/Example #2- Gives us consequences for breaking the rules

Explanation #2-Therefore we learn from our mistakes and behave in a socially responsible manner.

Reason #3- Teaches us about proper behavior.

Fact/Example #3- Learn how to act in group assemblies

Explanation #3- Therefore we know how to act at these events in the future.  Makes us better citizens.

Conclusion sentence- Accordingly, it is evident that school provides us with important training in these elements of social responsibility.

Conclusion

Restate Thesis statement:  Taken as a whole, these facts indicate many of the reasons school plays such an essential role in preparing people for the future.  

Reason 1:  Through the development of much needed skills, such as reading, writing and math, it provides us with the ability to survive in the real world.  

Reason 2: Teaches us the importance of behaving in a socially responsible manner, which makes us all better citizens

Reason 3: Provides us with the ability to get decent, well paying employment.

Final statement: Obviously, getting an education is in everyone’s best interest.

