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English 10 :  Course Outline

English 10 is a course designed to prepare you for senior courses in English.  The focus is on proper grammar, essay writing, and literature study. In this course you will develop an understanding of these study areas and demonstrate your knowledge in assignments, essays, reports, quizzes, tests, and exams.  Assessment will be based both on oral and written knowledge of these areas.  

Specific subject areas are as follows:

English- short stories, novel studies, drama, mythology, creative writing, poetry, first nations literature, grammar, sentence and paragraph structure, grammar, narrative and expository essay writing, technical reading and writing, vocabulary, and oral speaking.

Books needed:
These will vary as the year progresses.  The first books you will need will be discussed in the first week.

Supplies needed:
You will need the following supplies-2 pens (one dark blue or black and one red or green), pencil, eraser, 30 cm  ruler, lined paper, blank paper, 2 packages of subject dividers, a thesaurus, a dictionary, pencil crayons, scissors, glue stick, white out (liquid paper), 3 ring binder (1 ½ to 2 inches), and a flash/thumb drive for saving items off the computer.  You will also need to bring something to read for silent reading, although choices are available in the classroom if you don’t bring your own.  If other supplies become necessary you will be informed.  It would be useful for you to start saving old magazines for projects.

Evaluation: Assignment evaluation will be based on the prescribed learning outcomes as outlined in the provincial Integrated Resource Package, which can be found online at : 
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/course.php?lang=en&subject=English_Language_Arts&course=English_Language_Arts_8_to_12&year=2007 .  
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Breakdown of marks

Your course work will be evaluated using portfolio assessment and a final presentation of learning.  Practice work, assignments, course work, quizzes and tests will be compiled throughout the year and then assessed as a whole based on the learning outcomes to determine your final course mark.  Below is a description of the these evaluation tools.  Assessment will be based on the learning outcomes using performance standards as a guideline.

Preparation (practice)- This section will also consist of assignments that allow them to practice and prepare for final evaluation of their skills and abilities.  This allows students to practice skills before final evaluation occurs.  Self -evaluation and peer editing will be an important component of this mark based on performance standards and assignment rubrics.  Discussions and oral work are also included.
Assignments and Course Work-This consists of writing assignments, classwork, projects, and presentations throughout the term.  
Quizzes / Tests / Exams-This consists of quizzes, unit tests (based on one unit of study), and exams (based on several units of study).
Final Presentation of Learning-This will be a final project comprised of a series of  assignments/projects and/or tests that compile an overview of the majority of learning outcomes.
Evaluation by year: (only counts for 80% of final mark due to provincial exam)
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(cumulative)
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100 %
*SPECIAL NOTE:  There is a provincial exam in English 10.  This exam will constitute 20% of your final grade in this course.  The exam is a comprehensive one and tests skills such as proper grammar usage, literary knowledge, reading comprehension and writing skills.  Therefore your class mark is worth 80% of your final grade and the provincial exam will make up the remaining 20%.   Practice exams are available online http://www.gov.bc.ca 
Other things to remember:

Please let me know if you are having difficulties with your studies and arrange for help either during or outside of class time.  Students are responsible for catching up on missed work.  They should establish one or two people in the class with whom they can find out what they have missed.  Students will be responsible for reading for 15 minutes for every day they miss, and completing a short reading log for each day that explains what they read, how long, and what it was about.   They will also be responsible for completing a 10 minute timed write for each day they miss. If students are going to be away they should let the teacher know as far in advance as possible.   If possible and feasible, work will be given for the time they are away however, there is no guarantee.  They may need to catch up on this work when they come back.  It should also be made clear that missing too much class time will have a detrimental affect on a students’ chance of success in class. 

If a student fails to hand in an assignment and has not done so by the time indicated by the teacher for final submissions, they will no longer be able to hand in that assignment.  In this event, it is possible that an alternate assignment may be given to allow the student to make up for the work they missed based on the same learning outcomes.  This evaluation may or may not be on a pass/fail basis.  The only exception to this will be if there are valid reasons for the assignment not being handed in by the required time.  All students writing assignments must follow the writing process and include evidence of their work, including brainstorming, notes, outlines, rough drafts, editing and of course, their good copy.  If these steps are not followed the student may be required to redo the assignment.  In addition, not completing all of the steps will result in a lowered mark for the assignment.

Enrichment work:
Should a student wish to do further study in a particular area related to English they may speak with the teacher and submit a proposal for their study initiative.  Please note that this type of assignment would not be considered bonus work, but rather, a chance to improve a student’s grades by having the chance to submit projects/assignments done at a high level of achievement.  These marks would then be added into the overall mark scheme for final evaluation.

Last note:  You will be required to give me a valid email address.  If you do not want me to use your school email, please email me your address, so I can forward handouts and assignments to you.   My email address is aashley@sd52.bc.ca . This is the easiest and best way to contact me.  If possible I would also like an email address where I can reach your parents at in case I need to contact them.  Please let them know that this is the quickest and most efficient way to get in touch with me.
PLEASE REMEMBER REGULAR ATTENDANCE IS CRUCIAL TO YOUR SUCCESS IN CLASS! 
