Response Journal Guidelines for Students

· Take time to write down anything in relation to the text. If you're intrigued by certain statements or if you're attracted to characters or issues or problems, write your response. Try to take at least five minutes to write when you've finished an assignment or when you've put your book down for a break. You may want to write something that strikes you then. 

· Make connections with your own experience. What does the reading make you think of? Does it remind you of anything or anyone? 

· Make connections with other texts or concepts or events. Do you see any similarities between this text (concepts, events) and other texts (concepts, events)? Does it bring to mind other related issues? 

· Ask yourself questions about the text: What perplexes you about a particular passage? Try beginning, "I wonder why..." or "I'm having trouble understanding how...' or "It perplexes me that..." or "I was surprised when ...." 

· Try agreeing with the writer. Write down the supporting ideas. Try arguing with the writer. On what points, or about what issues, do you disagree? Think of your journal as a place to carry on a dialogue with the writer or with the text in which you actually speak with him or her. Ask questions; have the writer respond. What happens when you imagine yourself in his/her shoes? 

· Write down striking words, images, phrases, or details. Speculate about them. Why did the author choose them? What do they add to the story? Why did you notice them? Divide your notebook page in half and copy words from the text onto the left side; write your responses on the right. On a first reading you might put checks in the margin where the passages intrigue you; on the second reading, choose the most interesting ideas, then write about them. 

· Describe the author's point of view. How does the author's attitude shape the way the writer presents the material? 

GUIDELINES FOR KEEPING A RESPONSE JOURNAL 
Very simply, a response journal is much like a diary.  Only in this diary you will not be writing about that special someone you like the kind of day you had, that nasty teacher that will not stop assigning tons of homework, and all the other popular topics that are discussed in diaries.  Instead, you will be exploring your feelings about and reactions to the novel that you have chose to read.  Keeping a response journal will give you an opportunity to express you own opinions about what is happening in the novel you are reading.  Passages that upset you, make you happy, or that you simply do not understand, can be discussed in your journal entries.  You will have a chance to ask and answer questions that you think are important. 

1. AIn your journal entries, you can discuss anything that interests you about the material you are reading (a character you despise, a scene that you found particularly moving, a setting that was described in extraordinary detail, etc.) 

2. There is no set limit on how long you entries have to be.  Yet keep in mind, these journals will constitute a major portion of your mark for this unit.  All I ask is that you think carefully about what you are writing, and be sure to give me complete answers.  This means that you will have to explain in detail you thought, feelings, ideas and opinions. 

3. The following are some possible \statement starters for you to choose from when you are making you entries: 

a)      My favorite characters…..

b)      The part I liked best…..

c)      I would like Wilbur as a friend because…..

d)      If I were the author I would….

e)      What impressed me in this chapter was….

f)        I noticed…..

g)      It upset me when…..

h)      I wonder about…..

i)        I don't really understand…..

j)        I now understand…..

k)      If I were_______________  I would

l)        I predict that…..

m)    I was shocked when / by…..

n)      I question….. 

You must use at least three of these statements when you are writing in your journal  You can also make up some of you own.

Remember, you journal is an opportunity for you to explore what you think is important. 

5. I expect that your journal entries be neat, well thought out, and legible.  Take the time to read over what you have written after each entry to ensure that your ideas are in order.  

6. It is not necessary for you to summarize the chapters for me; I am more interested in how you react to what you are reading. 

READING RESPONSE JOURNALS 
· I think… 

· I wonder… 

· I predict… 

· I like… 

· I wish… 

· I don't understand… 

· If I were the author… 

· This part reminds me of… 

· It seems to me… 

· I question… 

· If I were ___________,  I would have… 

· I noticed… 

· I liked the idea that… 

· Now I understand… 

· What impressed me in this chapter was… 

· This reminded me of … 

· I felt… 

· In my opinion… 

· I know someone like… 

· When this happens to me, I feel… 

· One time I … 

· It was, or was not fair when… 

· The author could have… 

Besides writing entries telling what you are thinking about the book, you may write response journal entries which are letters - to the author, to classmates, to the teacher, or to characters in the book.

Reading response journal prompts

I think…

I wonder…

I know…

I predict…

I find…

I suspect…

I admire…

I like…

I don’t like…

I feel…

I was surprised…

I was impressed by…

I noticed that …

It’s hard to believe….

If I had been there, I would have….

I don’t understand….

I thought it was interesting when….

I don’t understand why….

When they did that it was just like….

I really liked the part where….

I hated the part where…

It would have been interesting if…

I can relate to the character of _______ because….

This character is just like me because…

This character is nothing like me because…

I would never have done anything like ….

That is exactly how I would have acted ….

I didn’t understand the part where….

I liked it when…

I wonder why….

They should have ….

This is similar to….

The part about _____ reminds me of _____

In this chapter / story, the main event (action) is…

In this chapter / story, the main character is…

My favourite part is when…

The most exciting part is ____ because ____

A part that I find confusing is…

I would change…

I am most like the character ____ because _____

An interesting word / sentence / idea is…

I thought it was funny when…

I can relate to this chapter / story / character because…

The part that makes a real picture in my mind is…

Fiction Response Journal Prompts

Read the assigned selection and write a response.

Begin each response with the book title and the

date of your journal entry. Example:

Book Title Nov. 2, 2002

♦ Tell about what happened in the story.

♦ Ask questions about things that confuse you or

that you wonder about.

♦ Describe your feelings about the events.

♦ Describe your feelings about characters.

♦ Copy down a quote from a character and tell

why you think it’s meaningful.

♦ Describe your favorite part.

♦ Make a prediction about what will happen next.

♦ Tell how you would react if you were one of the

characters in the story.

♦ Describe a part that surprised you.

♦ Does the author use any strong imagery in the

story (similes, metaphors, etc.)? Give examples.

♦ Write a letter to the author or a character.

♦ Draw pictures or create graphic organizers

You may:

· Make predictions about what will happen next.

· Write from the main character’s perspective.

· Agree or disagree with the message of the text.

· Show a personal reaction to the story.

· Explain strategies that you used.

· Describe the main character’s personality.

· Comment on how a character has changed.

· Relate the text to your personal life.

· Compare the text to another text the author has written.

· Explain why you liked or disliked the text.

· Comment on the mood of the story or the author’s use of language.

· State an opinion about the actions of the characters.

· Describe how a passage in the text created an image in your mind.

And finally ... if there is anything you think about while reading that you feel strongly about, you should always feel free to write about that!
            *Avoid plot summary.  Excessive plot summary will definitely lower your grade.
Some suggested lead-ins:

1.      I wonder what this means…

2.      I really like/dislike this idea because…

3.      This character reminds me of…because…

4.      This character reminds me of myself because…

5.      This scene reminds me of a similar scene in…because…

6.      I admire/dislike this character because…

7.      This selection is effective because…

8.      I really don’t understand this part because…

9.      This part is very realistic/unrealistic because…

10.  This helps me understand…

Responding in your Reading Log

As you read, write your personal response in your reading log. State your feelings, thoughts, reactions, and questions about situations, ideas, actions, characters, settings, symbols, plot, theme, and any other elements of the book. You can't be wrong in your responses, so take some risks and be honest. Write about what you like or dislike, what seems confusing or unusual to you. Tell what you think something means. Make predictions about what might happen later. Relate your personal experiences which connect with the plot, characters, or setting. Don’t just summarize the plot. Let me hear your voice.

   1.I wonder what this means...

   2.I really don’t understand this part...

   3.I really like/dislike this idea because...

   4.This character reminds me of somebody I know because...

   5.This character reminds me of myself because...

   6.This character is like (name of character) in (title of book) because...

   7.I think this setting is important because...

   8.This scene reminds me of a similar scene in (title of book) because...

   9.I like/dislike this writing because....

  10.This part is very realistic/unrealistic because....

  11.I think the relationship between ______and ______ is interesting because...

  12.This section makes me think about, because...

  13.I like/dislike (name of character) because...

  14.This situation reminds me of a similar situation in my own life. It happened when...

  15.The character I most admire is ________ because...

  16.If I were (name of character) at this point, I would...

Another list I have....

These are guidelines for you to use. Remember your response journal is a place to record your reactions and questions, not a place to simply summarize what you’ve read. Sometimes a summary will be necessary to get your point across.

   1.What you like or disliked and why

   2.What you wish had happened

   3.What you wish the author had included

   4.Your opinion of the characters

   5.Your opinion of the illustrations, table, and figures

   6.What you felt as you read

   7.What you noticed about how you read

   8.Questions you have after reading

More ideas:

After reading a certain section ask yourself the following questions:

   1.How did this section of my book make me feel?

   2.Did it remind me of anything that has happened in my life?

   3.Did I learn anything from it? Can I take anything from it to improve myself?

   4.Can I make any predictions on what may happen next? Why do I think these things will happen? What details in the section support my prediction.

After you have asked yourself these questions, decide which would make the best entry from your response journal. You may certainly use other ideas of your own. Just make sure you include more than just a summary of what is happening. Support your summaries with what you are feeling as you read your book. Doing this will help you get the MOST from your book.

Sample Sentence Starter:

I began to think of…

I love the way…

I can’t believe...

I wonder why...

I noticed...

I think....

If I were...

I’m not sure...

My favorite character is...and why...

I like the way the author...

When I don’t know a work I...

I felt sad when...

I wish that...

This made me think of...

 I was surprised...

 It seems like...

 I’m not sure....

 Some of the illustrations…

This story teaches...

I began to think of…

These suggestions are wonderful from the SSRT4BW book, but they work really well with books the children read during GR time too.

Self-Selected Reading the Four Blocks Way pages 59-61

Invite children to discuss the books we are reading aloud to them.  Here are some prompts suggested in the SSRT4BW book:

· What did you think about the story?

· What did you like best about this book?

· What was your favorite part of the book?

· What was the most important thing you learned about ______?

· What was the most interesting thing you learned about ______ (about the topic)?

· What else would you like to know about _______ (give the topic)?

· Invite them to make predictions.  What do you think George will next?  Don’t forget to talk about whether their predictions were confirmed or disproved.

· Invite children to make connections to other books.  Do you remember another story we read about _____?  How are the stories alike?  How were they different?

· Invite children to make personal connections.  Have you ever had to make a really difficult decision like the character in this book?  

· Ask children about character attributes:

How would you describe _____?

What do you think made _____ behave that way?

How would you describe _____ at the beginning of the book?  …at the end of the book?  What do you think makes _____ tick?

When children make comments about books, make sure you follow up their comments by asking comments, such as, “What made you think of that?  What clues did the author give to make you think that?”

I wonder what this means
I really don't understand this part
I really like/dislike this idea because
This character reminds me of somebody I know because
This character reminds me of me because
This character is like (name of the character) in (title of book) because
I think this setting is important because
This scene reminds me of a similar scene in (title of book) because
I like/dislike this writing because
This part is very realistic/unrealistic because
I think the relationship between ______ and ______ is interesting because
I like/dislike (name of character) because
This situation reminds me of a similar situation in my own life. It happened when
The character I most admire is ______ because
If I were (name of character) at this point, I would 


What you liked or disliked and why
What you wish had happened
What you wish the author had included
Your opinion of the characters
Your opinion of the illustrations, table and figures
What you felt as you read
What you noticed when you read
Questions you have after reading 

Sample Sentence Starters
I began to think
I love the way
I can't believe
I wonder why
I noticed
I think
I observed
I wonder
If I were
I'm not sure
I felt sad when
I like the way the author
I wish that 
This made me think of 
I was surprised
It seems like
I'm not sure
This story teaches
I began to think of 
  
