Literature circles-For each discussion circle you will need to complete the following.
Plot summary-  Do a point form summary of the important characters and events in the assigned reading.
DISCUSSION DIRECTOR 
Your job is to develop a list of questions for your group to discuss about the assigned reading. These should be questions that require people to think or form opinions, like `why` questions.  You will need to write down point form answers for your questions, including reasons, examples and explanations.
LITERARY LUMINARY (# of passages will be determined each time by teacher)-use dual entry journal
Your job is to locate parts of the assigned reading that your group will read aloud.  The idea is to help your group remember some interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the text.  You will need to write down the page number, and paragraph for your quote.  You must then write down a summary of what happened in the quote, and a list of reasons, examples and explanations why you think that quote is important or interesting. 
ARTFUL ADVENTURER (# of pieces of art will be determined each time by teacher)
Your job is to find or create a piece of art that you can relate to the book.  You will need to describe your art to the group and where you got the idea from in the assigned reading.  You will also need to give point form reasons, with examples and explanations, for why you think it relates to the book and why you picked it.  The art can be visual or literary including pictures, sculpture, paintings, songs, poems, dance etc. and it can be drawn/created by you or someone else.
CONNECTOR (# of connections will be determined each time by teacher)
Your job is to find connections between the book and real life.  This means connecting the reading to your own life, to happenings at school and the community, to similar events at other times and places, to other people and problems that you are reminded of, to other literary works.  You will need to give point form reasons, examples and explanations for your choices of connections.
CHARACTER CAPTAIN (# of traits (adjectives) will be determined each time by teacher)
Your job is to find specific personality traits about a character in the story. Try to think of adjectives (words that describe nouns) that would suit the character. Then find examples in the story that would support the use of those adjectives.  Then you must explain how these examples support the trait you chose. You will be expected to share both with your group.  You can do all the traits for one character or you can use different characters. You will need to write down the page number for the examples.
VOCABULARY ENRICHER (# of vocabulary words will be determined each time by teacher)
As Vocabulary Enricher you must find  words from the chapter section that you find important and/or interesting. Write down the page number they were found on, and find their definitions to share with the group.  Then explain why they were important and/or interesting in the story.
TERM TREASURE HUNTER (use literary terms sheet to choose)
As Term treasure hunter you must find one example of a literary device used in the chapter section.  You must write down the page number.  Then you must define the term.  After that you must explain how your selection is an example of that literary term.
INDIGENOUS INSIGHT (ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES CLASSES ONLY)

Find something in the story to share that relates to indigenous content in some way.  This can be something related to indigenous themes, history or culture.  Explain what you chose and how it relates to the story.  Also explain what insight it gives you into indigenous culture, history or experiences.

Literature circle story example for all discussion circle roles (examples for each role follow the story)
Example story:

Morris and his wife Esther went to the state fair every year, and every year Morris would say, 'Esther, I'd like to ride in that helicopter. 'Esther always replied, 'I know Morris, but that helicopter ride is 50 dollars and 50 dollars is 50 dollars.' Esther and Morris continued going to the fair, year after year. Then one year when Esther and Morris went to the fair, Morris said, 'Esther I'm 85 years old. If I don't ride that helicopter, I might never get another chance.' Esther replied, 'Morris that helicopter is 50 dollars and 50 dollars is 50 dollars.' 

The pilot over heard the couple and said, 'Folks, I'll make you a deal. I'll take the both of you for a ride.  If you can stay quiet for the entire ride, and not say a word, I won't charge you! But if you say one word, it's 50 dollars.' 

Morris and Esther agreed and up they went. The pilot did all kinds of fancy manoeuvres, but not a word was heard. He did his dare devil tricks over and over again, but still not a word. When they landed, the pilot turned to Morris and said, 'By golly, I did everything I could to get you to yell out, but you didn't . I'm impressed!' 

Morris replied, 'Well I almost said something when Esther fell out, but, you know, 50 dollars is 50 dollars!' 

1. Discussion Director- Create thinking or opinion questions with answers that include a reason, example and explanation
What do you think about Esther telling Morris not to ride every year because it costs $50?

a. Because she is only thinking short term

Reason- Because she is cheap

Example-She always points out the helicopter ride will cost $50

Explanation-Since she points out the cost, instead of focussing on the experience, it shows she is cheap and only thinking about short term money issues

2.Literary Luminary –Choose a quote with pg # and paragraph # on page, summarize what is happening in the quote, and give a reason, example and explanation for choosing it

 Quote chosen:-'well I almost said something when Esther fell out, but, you know, 50 dollars is 50 dollars’

Pg # and Paragraph #:  Pg. 1, last paragraph

Summary of quote - this is the part where he explains that even though his wife fell out he was worried about the loss of money-'well I almost said something when Esther fell out, but, you know, 50 dollars is 50 dollars’

Why did I pick it?

-Reason 2-because it helps us understand the meaning of the story- that money isn’t everything

Example-his wife died or was seriously injured

Explanation- since he let his wife die for a measly $50 this shows how absurd it is to be so focussed on money alone
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3.Artful Adventurer (Choose a piece of art, describe what the art relates to in the story and give a reason, example and explanation for why you chose it.)
Description of art-  I chose a picture of a person falling through the sky attached 
to a bungy cord

Why did I choose it?

Reason 2-because I wanted to show her reaction to what had happened to her

Example- shocked and scared reaction

Explanation- Since the picture shows a shocked and scared reaction it illustrates how she would feel falling out.

4.Connector (Find a connection to real life in the story .Give a reason, example and explanation to show how it connects)

Description of connection- In the story when the husband says to his wife- 'Esther I'm 85 years old. If I don't ride that helicopter, I might never get another chance.'- A lot of people in life don’t take chances or miss opportunities just like the man who always avoids the helicopter ride to save money

Page #:  Pg. 1

Reason for choosing this connection-because the lesson of the story is that life is about more than just money
Example-the helicopter ride is about the experience
Explanation-since life is short people need to take advantage of opportunities like the helicopter ride so they don’t miss out.

5.Character Captain (Think of 3 adjectives that describe a character with an example and explanation of why it fits)

Character: Esther- Adjective:  cheap-  Example- $50 comment  Explanation- isn’t willing to spend $50 on something her husband wants to do  Pg #:  Pg 1

6.Vocabulary Enricher (Find two words in the story, find the definition, the sentence it is in, and explain why it is important or interesting)
Word #1-Manoeuvres- Pg #:  Pg. 1

Definition- a movement or series of moves requiring skill and care:
Sentence:“The pilot did all kinds of fancy manoeuvres, but not a word was heard.”

Why is it important or interesting? -If you didn’t understand what manoeuvres were you would not understand what the pilot was doing

7.Term treasure hunter: (find a literary term used in the story, show how/where it was used, and explain its effect on story)

Literary term:  Irony  

Definition: a state of affairs or an event that seems deliberately contrary to what one expects - often amusing as a result.
Example: End of the story when Morris tells us how his wife fell out of the helicopter but he didn’t stop the ride since $50 is $50.  Pg. #- 1
Explanation:  This is ironic because you don’t expect Morris to let his wife die to save $50.
(English First Peoples Only)
8.Indigenous Insight (example from the story that connects to an indigenous theme, cultural or historical context)
In this role you need to find something in the story that connects to an indigenous literary theme, an indigenous culture, or a historical reference to something important in indigenous history.  You will need to explain what it is, why you chose it, and how it relates.
Literature circle template for preparation
1. Discussion Director- 
Question:

Reason- 

Example-
Explanation-

2.Literary Luminary –
Quote:

Pg #:      Paragraph:

Summary-

Why did you pick it? Reason:

Example:

Explanation:

3.Artful Adventurer 

Description of art-  
Relation to story:

Why did you choose it?  Reason -

Example- 
Explanation- 

4.Indigenous Connector 
Example from story:

Type of connection: (theme/cultural/historical)

Why did you choose it?:  

Relation to story:

5.Character Captain 
Character: -
 Adjective:  
Example- 
Explanation
 Pg #:  

6.Vocabulary Enricher 
Word #1-
 Pg #:  

Definition-:
Sentence
Why is it important or interesting? –Reason:

Example:

Explanation:
7.Term treasure hunter: 

Literary term:  
Definition: 
Example: 
Explanation: 
Pg. #-
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