	Types of poetry

Acrostic: poetry in which the first letter of each line, when read vertically, spell out a word. The word is usually the subject of the poem. 
	Vanilla
As I eat it on my brownie
Not doubting it's sweet
Ice cream is a tasty treat
Lots of lingering taste
Lasting to the end
Always my favorite!

	Haiku: an ancient Japanese form with no rhyme. Haiku often deal with nature. This type of poetry has three lines with a fixed number of syllables:
Line 1= 5 syllables
Line 2= 7 syllables 
Line 3= 5 syllables
	The dying plant bends
And drips its dew to the ground 
It falls like a tear



	Couplets: two-line poems with a fun and simple rhyming pattern. Each line has the same meter and their endings rhyme with one another. Couplets are often humorous.
	My English teacher wants me to use imagination
So I go to math class and let my mind go on vacation!

	Tanka: another Japanese form that depends on the number of lines and syllables instead of rhyme:
Line 1= 5 syllables
Line 2= 7 syllables 
Line 3= 5 syllables
Line 4= 7 syllables
Line 5= 7 syllables, rhymes with line 4
	I have my own place
Where I can go for hours
I go there to write
It is not difficult to find
Search within your heart and mind.

	Cinquain: a form consisting of five lines. Each has a required number of syllables, and a specific topic. 
Line 1:Title (noun)- 2 syllables
Line 2: Description- 4 syllables 
Line 3: Action- 6 syllables
Line 4: Feeling (phrase)- 8 syllables
Line 5: Title (synonym for the title)- 2 syllables
	Flowers
Pretty, fragrant
Waiting, watching, weeding
Enjoying all the while they grow
Gardens

	Diamonte poems: diamond-shaped poems of seven lines that are written using parts of speech. The Diamonte is a form similar to the Cinquain. 
Line 1: Noun or subject
Line 2: Two Adjectives
Line 3: Three 'ing' words
Line 4: Four words about the subject
Line 5: Three 'ing words
Line 6: Two adjectives
Line 7: Synonym for the subject
	Home
Safe, caring
Loving, sharing, talking
Friendship, food, car, travels
Living, loving, enjoying
Joyous, adventurous
Family

	Limericks: whimsical poems with five lines. Lines one, two, and five rhyme with each other and lines three and four rhyme with each other. Rhyme pattern: AABBA
	A flea and a fly in a flue
Were caught, so what could they do?
Said the fly, "Let us flee."
"Let us fly," said the flea.
So they flew through a flaw in the flue. 

	Shape Poems (concrete poems): poem that form a visible picture on the page. The shape usually reflects the subject of the poem.
	I
Love

Christmas!

It’s my favourite

Filled with laughter and

Family

Awesome

	Free Verse: poetry without rules of form, rhyme, rhythm, or meter. 
	What do the oceans do at night?
Do they tease and tickle the bottom of boats?
Do they ripple away in fright?
Or are the beaches like coats 
That keep them still and quiet
And once the day breaks and it's breakfast time
Do the oceans wish for some other diet than fish?

	Narrative poems: tell stories and are usually long. Epics and ballads are narrative poems. 
	Ie. Casey at the bat.

	CINQUAIN

Syllabic verse form. Gradually increasing number of syllables in each line until the last line, which returns to two syllables.
	First Line: 2 syllables One word, giving title
Second Line: 4 syllables Two words, describing title
Third Line: 6 syllables Three words, expressing action
Fourth Line: 8 syllables Four words, expressing a feeling
Fifth Line: 2 syllables Another word for the title.

Christmas

Family, Friends

Giving, Sharing, Caring

Happy, Joyful, Thankful, Excited

Holiday



	Going inside poem
	 I would like to go into a rock, shiny walls of color, prisms of light, coolness of winter, warmth of summer, scenes of water as you splash into the salty 
sea of clear crystal water stream, a soft blanket of algae grows green, growing enchanted forest of a secret golden mystery of roses, bright in summer and 
vines in winter of gold 

	I Remember poems

Simply write entries that begin with the words "I remember." 

“Questions without Answers”

“Questions without Answers” is a form that acts like a great big riddle about everything that is a mystery or unknown.
List Poems

The list poem (also called "catalog poem") consists of an itemization of things or events.
	I remember the forest with trees so thick and tangled the ground was painted with one, big, cold shadow. 
 I remember playing with the skin that hung from my great-grandma's 
arm and being told not to do it again.
Where Do the Noises Go? 
 
Where do the noises go? 
Throughout the world and back again? 
In the sky with all the stars? 
Is there a big sponge that gathers them all? 
Or do they go into all of the airheads? 
Do the birds suck up all noises and give them back again? 
Do they have a world of their own? 
Or is life just one big noise? 
In the night my pajamas ripped off in the breeze. 
In the night a pink ghost drove to the cemetery. 
In the night I ate four jellybeans. 
In the night my eyes pop open when I hear a snow owl feeding her babies. 
In the night my ghouls grabbed my bowl of Froot Loops. 
In the night bubbles of Miss Piggy swayed over the sea. 
In the night my barrettes scratched my head. 
In the night my underwear danced through the sleeping home. 
In the night the moon came out and up and down and rolled around like a lighted bowl. 

	Thing poems

A "Thing" poem is a form that involves a chosen object described in as many ways you can think of.
	The Hand
It's got veins, it's dirty. 
Knuckles like balls. 
It can move, it has fingers and it has fingernails. 
It has bones in it. 
It has little lines and dots.  
You can feel things—paper, wood, a baby. 
You can cut paper. 
 You can make puppy dogs. 
You can pick up snow and throw it. 
You can push heavy boxes. 
You can comb your hair. 
You can write.

	“13 Ways”

"13 Ways" is a catalog form using numbers that allow for different perspectives on a theme or object.
	Make a list of ways you would look at or do one particular thing.

Ie. 13 ways of looking at life.

1.

2.

3. etc

	“I used to be ... (but now I'm ...)”

The "I used to be...poems, and their variant, "I used to be...but now I'm" forms can be very fun ways to write about memory or cause and effect.
	I used to be afraid of the toilet. 
The blowdryer. I used to be 
afraid of taking a shower. I 
used to be afraid of being 
home by myself. I used to be 
afraid of my Shadow when he 
tried to bite me when I was 
getting on the monkey bars. I 
used to be afraid of the bus 
driver in first grade. I used to 
be afraid of boys with long 
hair that would ride the bus. 
Now I'm afraid of the bad 
dream monster who lives under 
the bed.

	Nonsense poetry

Other examples- Jabberwocky, Dr. Seuss, Two dead boys, Ning Nang Nong
Found

Poetry created by taking words, phrases, and passages from other sources and re-framing them by adding spaces, lines, or by altering the text with additions or subtractions.

When writing poetry that rhymes the following ideas might help:

1.  Use the Alphabet- consonants , then double consonants

2.  Use the Thesaurus- change the words

3.  Write what you’d like to say-look for words that fit (raw line)

4.  Change the order of what you’re saying to change the end word

5.  Add adjectives, adverbs, descriptions

6.  Delete words 

7.  Change words- make them shorter or longer
	Spelling
Beware of heard, a dreadful word
That looks like beard and sounds like bird.
And dead: it's said like bed, not bead;
For goodness' sake, don't call it deed!
Watch out for meat and great and threat.
(They rhyme with suite and straight and debt.)
A moth is not a moth in mother,
Nor both in bother, broth in brother. 

-- Anonymous



Other types of poetry     

Epic:  This is a long, narrative poem that celebrates the achievements and adventures of a hero. An epic deals with the traditions, mythical or historical, of a nation. An example of an epic is Beowulf. 

Epitath:  This is a very brief poem that is inscribed on a tombstone for a deceased person.  It usually has rhyming lines. 

Epigram:  These are poems that are very short and are used mostly to express social criticism or political satire. The most common forms are written as a couplet. Robert Frost and William Blake are two poets who have used this type of poetry. 

Free Verse:  This is an irregular form of poetry in which it is free of traditional rules of versification.  It is freedom from fixed meter or rhyme.  The poet's concern in free verse is where to insert line breaks. Sometimes this is done by breaking the line where there is a natural pause or at a point of suspense for the reader.  Free verse is based on the poet's own rules of personal thought patterns and breath patterns 

 Monody:  This type of poem is a person mourning someone's death.  An example of a monody is William Wordsworth's "She Dwelt Among The Untrodden Ways". 

Monorhyme:  This type of poem has all the same end rhyme. 
Pantoum:   This type of poem consists of a series of quatrains rhyming "abab" in which the second and fourth lines of a quatrain recur as the first and third lines in the next quatrain, each quatrain introduces a new second rhyme as "bcbc",  "cdcd". The first line recurs as the last line of the closing quatrain, and the third line of the poem recurs as the second line of the closing quatrain, rhyming "zaza".  An example of a pantoum is Nellie Wong's "Grandmother's Song". 

Rictameter:  This type of poem starts with the first line as a two syllable word. It then increases the number of syllables by two per line. The lines go as follows: 2,4,6,8,10 then down again 8,6,4,2 making the last line the same two letter word you began with. 

Senryu:  This is an unrhymed Japanese verse consisting of three unrhymed lines of 5, 7, and 5 syllables.  It is usually written in the present tense and refers to aspects of human nature or emotions.  They have no reference to the natural world which makes it different from the nature/seasonal haiku. 

Sestina:  This is a strict ordered form of poetry, dating back to the twelfth century French troubadours. It has six  six-lines stanzas followed by a three-line envoy. The six ending words of the first stanza are repeated as the ending words of the other five stanzas in a set pattern.  An example of a sestina is Dante Gabriel Rossetti's "Sestina: Of The Lady Pietra Degli Scrovigni". 

Tanka:  This type is a classic form of Japanese poetry related to the Haiku.  It has  five unrhymed line of 5, 7, 5, 7, 7 syllables. 

Tetractys:  This type of poetry consists of five lines of 1, 2, 3, 4, 10 syllables. They can also be written in reverse as 10, 4, 3, 2, 1.  The mathmetician of classical times, Euclid,  thought that the number series 1, 2, 3, 4 has some kind of mystical significance because it added up to ten, so he called it tetractys.  

Sonnet:  A sonnet consists of an octave (8 lines) with the rhyme pattern abbaabba follow by a sestet (6 lines) with a rhyme pattern of cdecde or cdcdcd.  It usually is written in iambic pentameter (10 beats)

