What is a topic sentence?  

It is the first sentence in a paragraph that states the main idea and captures the readers attention.

Ways to fix topic sentences and make them more interesting
Consider the following methods for improving topic sentences.  Examples are given based on the following topic sentence that would need improvement.   Ie.  Dogs are good pets.

1. Make it into a question

Why are dogs such good pets?
2. Change vocabulary (use thesaurus)
Dogs are fantastic pets.
3. Be more specific.


Small dogs are good household pets.
4. Use slang for effect.


Dogs are “wicked” pets.
5. Change length of the sentence.
Dogs are the most wonderful pets a person can have. 
6. Use grammar/punctuation

Dogs make the best pets!
7. Add adjectives/adverbs

Dogs are the most wonderful, fantastic, loyal pets a person can own.
8. Change word order


The best pets in the world are dogs.
Exercise #1:  Topic sentences to fix

Fix each of the following topic sentences by using the techniques listed above.  You must use at least three techniques with each sentence.  
1. The weather in Prince Rupert is bad.

2. ___________ is a good movie.

3. ___________is a good place to visit.

4. ___________ is fun.

5. People watch too much T.V.

6. Good things happen every day.

7. Believing in yourself is important.

8. Working hard pays off.

9. It is important to do your best.

10. Honesty is important.

Exercise #2:  Now write ten basic topic sentences of your own and use the techniques to fix them.  

Challenge- Create one “ultimate” topic sentence.  Try to use all of the techniques in one sentence.
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Brainstorming practice sheet

Exercise #3:  Finding better words using the thesaurus
One of the most common things that happens with paragraphs is the repetition of common words.  Using your thesaurus, find at least five (or as many as you can if there are not ten) different words that mean the same or similar to the following list.  

	Word
	Alternates

	Good
	

	Bad
	

	Important
	

	Weak
	

	Strong
	

	Reason
	

	Example
	

	Explain
	

	First
	

	Also
	

	Because
	

	Last
	

	Happy
	

	Sad
	

	Angry
	


Brainstorming (Research)
One of the most important skills for writing is that of brainstorming.  You need to be able to quickly think of ideas that you can write about with a topic.  This is easier to do if you have a clear topic, and/or topic sentence to begin with.  For the following topics think of a topic sentence and then turn it into a question to answer for your brainstorm.  Then brainstorm a list of items that could be talked about in those paragraphs.  These could be descriptions, reasons, examples, etc.  See the example for help.
 Topics to Brainstorm-Brainstorm Example-

 Topic- School
- Topic sentence- Winter is a great time of year. Question- why is it a great time of year?

	Topic sentence-  Winter is a great time of year


	Reason 1
	Reason 2
	Reason 3
	Reason 4
	 Reason 5

	Recreation
	Vacation
	Weather
	Holidays
	Scenery

	Examples
	Examples
	Examples
	Examples
	Examples

	Sports, skiing, snowmobiling, skating, sledding, ice fishing


	no school, time to spend with friends, going traveling, seeing relatives
	snow, ice, sunny, frosty, crisp, fresh air


	Christmas and New Years, Parties, good food, presents, games, fun
	pretty, snowflakes, ice crystals, icicles, snow angels, Christmas lights, decorations, Christmas trees, wreaths




Exercise #4:  Brainstorm for two of the following topic sentences (at least 5 items per category)
1.  Protecting the environment is important for our future.

2.  Having goals helps a person be successful in life.

3.  School is not the only place people learn life lessons.

4.  Traveling to different places offers many benefits.

5.  _______________ is the best _____________________.

	Topic sentence-



	Reason 1
	Reason 2
	Reason 3
	Reason 4
	 Reason 5

	
	
	
	
	

	Examples
	Examples
	Examples
	Examples
	Examples

	
	
	
	
	


	Topic sentence-



	Reason 1
	Reason 2
	Reason 3
	Reason 4
	 Reason 5

	
	
	
	
	

	Examples
	Examples
	Examples
	Examples
	Examples

	
	
	
	
	


Exercise #5- Organizing your brainstorm into reasons and examples
For one of the two Brainstorm charts you created in Exercise #4 pick the three best reasons and examples and fill in the paragraph outline charts below.  Then use those charts to complete the rough copy fill in the blank paragraph.
Paragraph outline chart #1

Topic sentence :

	Reason
	Example
	Explanation

	1


	1
	1

	2


	2
	2

	3


	3
	3


Conclusion sentence: (restate topic sentence in a new way) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Fill in the blank Rough copy of paragraph
Topic sentence_________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
First of all, (reason #1)  _________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________________
For example, (example #1). ______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Since this is the case, (explanation #1). ___________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
A second reason that supports this is (reason #2). ____________________________________________________
For instance, consider ( example #2) _______________________________________________________________
Therefore it is obvious, (explanation #2) ___________________________________________________________
Thirdly, (reason #3) ___________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

An example of this is ___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

As a result, ___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion sentence: (restate topic sentence in a new way)__________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________.

Exercise #6- Now improve and correct the fill in the blank rough copy and write a good copy of the paragraph.

Paragraph outline chart #2

Topic sentence: ___________________________________________________________________________________

	Reason
	Example
	Explanation

	1


	1
	1

	2


	2
	2

	3


	3
	3


Conclusion sentence: ________________________________________________________________________________
Once the categorizing and adding of information has been done, you need to narrow down the information and choose the items that would best make your point.  You take this information and put it in a chart as shown below.  The categories become the reasons that support the topic sentence.  The lists are the examples that support those reasons. You need at least three categories and 2-3 examples from each category.  The 3rd column explains these.
Topic- Winter

Topic sentence- Winter is a great time of year.

	Reason (category-why is this topic sentence true?)
	Example (ideas list- what are specific examples of this)
	Explanation (why do these thing make the topic sentence true?)

	1.  Winter Recreation/sports 
	Skiing, ice fishing, making snowforts/snowmen
	-fun activities you can only do in winter

	2.  Winter Scenery
	Snowflakes, icicles, Christmas decorations
	-beautiful things to look at that only happen in Winter

	3.  Winter vacation
	Holidays- Christmas/New Years, parties/presents
	-fun activities that only happen at this time of year


Outline
Now that you have created this chart you are ready to make a sentence outline.  You will take the items out of the chart and create sentences for your paragraph.  This should be double spaced so you can fix the sentences as your rough copy.
Sentence outline example  (transitions are in italics)
Topic sentence- Winter is a great time of year.

Reason 1- 
One reason winter is so awesome is because of the many types of recreation opportunities.

Example- 
For example, a person can enjoy sports like skiing or ice fishing, and can even enjoy the outdoors by making a snowman or a snowfort.
Explanation-
Since these are fun recreational activities one can only participate in during the winter, they


help show why winter is so great.

Reason 2- 
Secondly, the spectacular scenery this time of year contributes greatly to the wonder of the season.

Example-
For instance, snowflakes, icicles, and streets lit up with brilliant Christmas decorations all create a fantastic 


wonderland for the senses.

Explanation-
Therefore, since no other time of year provides such a variety of beautiful sights and sounds for people to enjoy, it is a wonderful season.

Reason 3- 
Last, but not least, winter vacation is an integral part of why this time of year is enjoyed by all.

Example-
In fact, whether its Christmas with its good food and presents, or New Year’s with its parties, these holidays make winter vacation what it is.

Explanation- 
Obviously these activities provide a once a year opportunity to enjoy with families and friends.

Conclusion sentence-
Without a doubt, winter is the best season of all.

Once the sentence outline is done you would go through, edit grammatical mistakes, improve vocabulary and make your sentences the best they can be.  This would include improving your topic/conclusion sentences. Then write the good copy.

Exercise #6- Write a paragraph

Write a paragraph on the topic sentence you have used in the exercises following all the writing steps.  Make sure to edit it for grammar, as well as improve the vocabulary, and make the sentences the best they can be.

1. Need to make sure your brainstorm is done  (exercise #4)
2. Need to do reason, example, explanation chart for paragraph (exercise #5)
3. Need to do sentence outline for paragraph

4. Need to do rough copy for paragraph

5. Need to edit paragraph for grammar
a. -should be no run-on, sentence fragment, verb agreement or tense agreement errors

b. -rough copy- must underline subjects and circle verbs

c. -spelling- if unsure- check

6. Need to edit paragraph for content

a. -Do you have a topic sentence?

b.  -Do you have 3 reasons, 3 examples and 3 explanations?


     c.  -Do the reasons make sense?


     d.  -Do the examples make sense?


     e.  -Do the explanations make sense?


     f.  -Do you have a conclusion sentence?

7.  Need to edit paragraph to make improvements

               a.  -Have you made your topic and conclusion sentences better?

b.  -Have you improved the vocabulary in the paragraph?


     c.  -Have you used transition words to help your paragraph flow better?

     d.  -Have you tried to improve your reasons, examples, and explanations?

8.   Need to do good copy for paragraph 
Ways to improve your paragraph

Some possible fixes/improvements could include-  Improve Vocabulary words, Change structure of sentences (length/order),  add descriptive adjectives or adverbs, add better details/examples/reasons/ explanations, fix grammatical/ spelling/punctuation problems, Add transition words/phrases (ie. First, second, however, as a result, etc), add missing elements- ie introduction, conclusion, topic sentences, paragraphs etc.  
1. Change vocabulary- ie. Bad to horrible

2. Change sentence order- ie. The sun was shining brightly. >>Brightly shining was the sun.

3. Change sentence length- ie. We were tired. >>We were so tired we thought our eyelids were going to fall down around our toes.

4. Add adjectives/adverbs –ie. The dog was walking. >>The little dog was walking slowly.
5. Add details/facts to support what you are saying and increase the interest level of your paragraph
6. Add transition words/phrases-ie. First, second, third, lastly, in conclusion, therefore, furthermore etc.

7. Be descriptive-show, don’t tell- ie.  Instead of saying a character is nice, we would say that they were always helpful, smiling, and never had a bad word to say about anybody which would make us think they were nice without telling us.

Things to edit for in your paragraph

Grammar

-Spelling

-Capitalization

-Punctuation

-Run on sentences

-Sentence fragments

-Subject-verb Agreement

-Tense agreement

-Awkward phrases

-Word choice

Content

-Things that don’t make sense

-Unity (making sure nothing is off topic)

-Assignment requirements are complete and correct

Terms you should know for figuring out sentence errors

Simple sentence-  A sentence must have a subject and a verb.  It must also express a complete thought.
Subject-Who or what a sentence is about
Parts of speech:

Verb -action word (explains what a subject or noun is doing) 

Noun-person, place or thing
Adjective- word that describes a noun
Adverb-word that describes a verb

Pronoun- word that takes the place of a noun
Conjunction- a word that is used to link sentences, clauses, phrases

Interjection-a word added to a sentence to convey emotion that is not grammatically linked to any other part of the sentence

Preposition-a word that links nouns, pronouns and phrases to other parts of a sentence
