Poetic Terms Sheet

Simile:


a comparison using like or as




Ie:  The ice was like glass.

Metaphor:

a direct comparison not using like or as




Ie:  The ice was glass.

Assonance:

repetition of the same or similar vowel sounds in sets of words or in a passage




Ie:  We need to be free.

Consonance: 

repetition of consonant sounds in the middle or at the ends of sets of words




Ie:  We listened to the swishing and swooshing of the waves.

 Allusion:

a brief references to someone or something you assume people know about




Ie:  He was a modern day Albert Einstein.

Alliteration:  

repetition of consonants at the beginning of words (often tongue twisters)




Ie.  The slimy snake slithered away.

Imagery:

making pictures out of words (mental pictures)

Personification:  
giving human qualities/characteristics to things that are not human




Ie:  The car grunted and groaned

Metonymy:

the use of a word associated with something instead of that word




Ie:  using crown instead of king-   The crown ruled the kingdom.

Irony:


a twist of fate




Ie:  Meeting the person of your dreams and realizing you’re dreaming.

Conceit:

a far fetched and ingenious comparison




Ie:  You are as beautiful as the sun and as gentle as a summer breeze.

Euphemism:
“fine speech” or verbal device used to avoid an unpleasant concept or expression (the use of a word or phrase that is less direct, but that is also less distasteful or less offensive than another)



Ie.  Instead of saying someone died a person might say they passed away.

Paradox:

a statement that seems absurd but turns out to have rational meaning after all (usually




in some unexpected sense)  (a statement which seems self-contradictory, but which may be 

                                 
true in fact. 

ie:  What a pity that youth must be wasted on the young.  




"Success is counted sweetest  By those who ne'er succeed..."  Emily Dickinson

``Oh, the place hasn't changed, and that's why I'm going to feel so strange.'' 
Parody:

making fun of a piece of literary work through imitation




Ie:  Weird Al Yankovic songs

Cliché:

a saying that has been used so much it has lost much of its meaning




Ie;  Look before you leap.

Hyperbole:

an extravagant exaggeration




Ie:  His eyes opened as wide as saucers.

Apostrophe:

a sudden turn from the general audience to address a specific group or person 

(The addressing of a person, place, object, etc. which is not there.) 

Ie:  Oh Zeus hear our prayers.

``Roberta, how I've adored you. I'd ask you over, but I can't afford you.''

Onomatopoeia:
Making sounds into words


Ie:  bing, bang, crash, buzz, beep etc.

Oxymoron:

a figure of flat contradiction




Ie:  I’d like an order of jumbo shrimp.

Symbol:

Using something to represent something else




Ie:  My love is like a red red rose.

Pun:


A play on words




Ie:  A man is dying and someone says- You look very grave today.

Allegory:

an extended metaphorical narrative in which a figure stands for a specific quality

a story in which the people, places, and things represent general concepts or moral qualities.

Ie:  if a figure was supposed to represent death in a story

Satire:


literary ways of diminishing a subject by making it laughable or contemptible (similar to 




Sarcasm)




Ie. Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travel, especially Book IV, is a satire on the human race.
Didactic poetry:
Poetry that teaches us a lesson

Stanza:

a verse in a poem

Internal Rhyme: 
A rhyme contained within a line, rather than at the more traditional ends of lines. (Usually examples of both consonance and assonance). 

``It's a bad waste, a sad case, a rat race-- it's breaking me.'' 

Synecdoche: 

The signification of a person, object, etc. by naming only a certain part of it. 

``But I don't want some pretty face to tell me pretty lies...'' 

analogy: 
a comparison between two things in which the more complex is explained in terms of the more simple 

e.g. comparing a year-long profile of the stock index to a roller-coaster ride.

anecdote: 

a short entertaining account of some happening, frequently personal or biographical.

colloquial expression: words and phrases used in everyday speech but avoided in formal writing 

e.g. Jack was bummed out about his chemistry grade instead of Jack was upset about his chemistry grade.

inverted syntax: 
reversing the normal word order of a sentence 

 


e.g."Whose woods these are I think I know."  Robert Frost

rhyming couplet: 
a pair of lines which end-rhyme expressing one clear thought.

litotes: 
saying something positive by using two negatives(A figure of speech in which a positive is stated by negating its opposite. Litotes, which is a form of understatement, is the opposite of hyperbole.
e.g., he's no mug. no small victory, not a bad idea, not unhappy.
diction: 

poet's distinctive choices in vocabulary.

rhyme: 

repetition of same sounds. 

rhythm: 

internal 'feel' of beat and meter perceived when poetry is read aloud.

Ballad:
A narrative poem which is, or originally was, meant to be sung

Concrete Poetry: 
Refers to the placement of words on the page so that a picture is formed containing the image of the poem itself.  Through this, concrete poetry is able to provide a multiple experience.
Epic:
A long narrative poem on a serious subject or action involving heroic characters.  An epic is told in a formal and elevated style. 

Haiku: 
A poem of seventeen syllables arranged in three lines.  The first and third lines contain five syllables; the second line seven (5 7 5).  The haiku is the shortest form in Japanese poetry.  If frequently expresses delicate emotion or presents an image (frequently one of a natural object or scene). 

Example:  
A bare pecan tree 

                     


slips a pencil shadow down 

                     


a moonlit snow slope.                                           - Etheridge Knight 

Conceit 
A fanciful poetic image or metaphor that likens one thing to something else that is seemingly very different. 

An example of a conceit can be found in Shakespeare's sonnet "Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?" and in Emily Dickinson's poem "There is no frigate like a book." 

Tanka 
A Japanese poem of five lines, the first and third composed of five syllables and the rest of seven.

Slant rhyme: 
A near rhyme in which the concluding consonant sounds are identical but not the vowels. Example: sun/noon, should/food, slim/ham. 

