Poetic terms-English 11/12 first peoples
1. Alliteration: repetition of an initial sound (usually a consonant).  
Ie. “beaded bubbly bath” (think tongue twister)
2. Allusion:  an indirect reference to a famous person, place or thing, usually from the Bible, history, other literature, or mythology. (someone/something you assume people know about already)  The use of allusion assumes a common cultural background with readers. 

Ie. “Pride was his Achilles heel” or “She was in Heartbreak Hotel.”
3. Assonance:  repetition of a vowel sound in a series of words
Ie. They busy bee needs to feed.
4. Colloquial: words and phrases used in everyday speech but avoided in formal writing 
Ie. That ride is sweet ,yo! or Far out man. 
5. Conceit:  a far fetched and ingenious comparison 
ie:  You are as beautiful as the sun and as gentle as a summer breeze.

6. Hyperbole or Overstatement:  a figure of speech in which exaggeration is used for emphasis or effect.  
ie.: “I’m so hungry I could eat a horse.”
7. Image:  a sensory experience rendered in language.  According to the sense, an image is visual, auditory, tactile (touch), gustatory (taste), or olfactory (smell).
8. Imagery:  The collective function of the images in a work, or an author’s use of images, is imagery.
9. Irony:  a twist of fate. A difficult term to define, irony can refer to a manner of expression or a quality in the thing perceived.  In both cases, irony involves the perception of discrepancy, usually between apparent and real significance. Irony can vary in tone, from humorous to bitter.
Ie. A teacher failing a test or A policeman being arrested for speeding.
10. Metaphor:  a figure of speech in which a thing is described as something else not using the words like or as. 
Ie.  He was a mountain of steel.  or  My world was torn apart.
11. Onomatopoeia:  the use of sound to suggest the qualities of the thing described.  
Ie. Buzz, beep, ring, meow, woof, moo
12. Oxymoron:  a rhetorical device in which contradictory (opposite) terms 
ie.: Happy anger or tiny giant
13. Personification:  using human characteristics to describe something that is not human. A figure of speech in which something abstract or internal (e.g., time, love) is represented as a person.
            Ie. The tree waved to me excitedly.
14. Pun:  a play on words.  
            Ie.  He was on fire
15. Rhyme:  : identical or similar sounds, usually at the end of a line of poetry.
16. Rhyme scheme: the order in which rhymed words recur.  In a stanza of four lines, the possible rhyme schemes include abab, abcb, and abba.

17. Rhythm:  The patterned, recurring alternations of contrasting elements of sound or speech.
18. Simile:  a comparison using an explicit connective such as like or as
            Ie.  The car was like a rocket on wheels.
19. Symbol; symbolism:  a thing that suggests more than its literal meaning. (something used to represent something else) Can be a thing or an action. Symbolism is the collective function of symbols in a work, or an author’s use of symbols.
Ie. Blue might represent sadness, or a dove might represent peace
20. Understatement:  a rhetorical device, usually ironic in tone, in which something is emphasized by being understated.  
Ie. from a bumper sticker: “One nuclear bomb can ruin your whole day.”
Assignment:  Create a line of poetry for each of these poetic devices.  The number needed is listed below.
a. One example each For #9, 12, 19,20
b. Three examples each For #1,2,3,4,6, ,10,11,18
c. You don’t need to do #5, 7, 8, 15, 16, 17
