	Western redcedar 
	 
	
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]



[image: image6.png]









(no plants selected) 

add this plant 

[image: image9.png]




	 


	Thuja plicata
Evergreen Tree

Height: 200 ft.

Availability: High

Growing ease: Medium

Moisture req.: moist - wet

Exposure req.: part shade - shade
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Western redcedar tree (enlarge) 






	 

Plant description:

This is a grand and long lived tree, achieving both height and breadth through 200-300 years. Ideal for lowland and dampish areas, it does better on more level surfaces. It tends to be too heavy for slopes and suffers the same blow-down fate of firs on shallow soil surfaces. It is lighter in color than firs, and with scaly leaves rather than needles. Unlike firs which can be pruned up to allow access below, the Cedar is better if grown with branches from the ground. It's heavy quality will simply drop the lowest branches down anyway and be less attractive. So give it a 20' spread area although it will take a couple decades to achieve this breadth. Like the fir, it is not good to top these trees, but if started when young, it makes a surprisingly handsome and slow growing hedge.

	Western hemlock
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	Tsuga heterophylla
Evergreen Tree

Height: 225 ft.

Availability: Medium

Growing ease: Medium

Moisture req.: moist - wet

Exposure req.: part shade - shade
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hemlock foliage (enlarge) 






	 

Plant description:

Hemlock is probably the most beautiful of our native trees. It's foliage has a feathery quality. Slow growing, you'll need to plant this for future generations in mind. However, as a young tree it is graceful and light in color. In mature groves it can create such a dense canopy that nothing can grow beneath it. Hemlock grows best in shade and deeper, richer soils. It makes the most astonishing hedge you'll ever see. Though rarely used for this, the hedge will look like a bit like a green angora sweater when it leafs out in the spring. 

	Douglas-fir
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	Pseudotsuga menziesii
Evergreen Tree

Height: 250 ft.

Availability: Medium

Growing ease: High

Moisture req.: dry - moist

Exposure req.: sun - part shade
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Douglas-fir entire tree (enlarge) 









	 

Plant description:

Certainly the ubiquitous native tree of our region, the Douglas fir is host to many native species of insect and bird. Fast growing and predictable, it can be grown in almost any native soil but will sometimes blow down if planted in shallow soils over compacted clay or glacial till. For that reason it has better luck growing in groves that have been thinned a bit to allow air circulation. Certainly a great backdrop tree, it provides good screening and a sense of grandeur to any garden. The constant needle drop will adversely affect adjacent lawns over time. So keep it some distance from lawns. This tree cannot be topped or effectively hedged so give it plenty of space (allow 15'

	red alder
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	Alnus rubra
Deciduous Tree

Height: 120 ft.

Availability: Medium

Growing ease: High

Moisture req.: dry - wet

Exposure req.: sun - part shade
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Red alder leaf (enlarge) 






	 

Plant description:

Alders are a succession species, that is, they easily come in after forest fires, mass erosion or landslides to fill up the open space almost over-night! Fast growing, they also have relatively short lives by tree standards so it is best not to plant them too close to buildings. When they fall, it tends to be all at once rather than branch by branch. They have the ability to set nitrogen in the soil, so they are a great species to neutrify the soil and prepare it for a coniferous woodland that often follows. Having smaller leaves, alders provide filtered light, not the dark shade of other trees.They are excellent for waterside and boggy sites. Their chief beauty is the speckled bark that shows well in the winter. They also have light, golden leaves in the autumn. 

	evergreen huckleberry
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	Vaccinium ovatum
Evergreen Shrub

Height: 6 ft.

Availability: High

Growing ease: Medium

Moisture req.: dry - moist

Exposure req.: part shade - shade
	


© Clay Antieau 

Evergreen huckleberry berries (enlarge) 









	 

Plant description:

Beautiful foliage and edible fruit make this a must in most gardens. The new growth is bronze and the berries are blue to black. Does not transplant well, but can be grown easily from smaller potted stock. Can be hedged. For more information, check out the article about huckleberry under Plant topics.

Keywords: birds, broad, broad leaf (evergreen), butterflies, drought tolerant, edible, fire-resistant , fruit, purple, spreading, upright, white

	devil's club
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	Oplopanax horridus
Deciduous Shrub

Height: 9 ft.

Availability: Medium

Growing ease: Medium

Moisture req.: moist - wet

Exposure req.: sun - shade
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Devil's club (enlarge) 









	 

Plant description:

Heavily armed with thorns, this shrub can be used as a natural barrier and to provide habitat in a corner of the yard. Very impressive large leaves and an elegant shape. White pyramid shaped flowers followed by red clusters of berries.

	salal
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	Gaultheria shallon
Evergreen Shrub

Height: 5 ft.

Availability: High

Growing ease: Medium

Moisture req.: dry - moist

Exposure req.: part shade - shade
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ripe salal berries (enlarge) 









	 

Plant description:

The single best ground cover for northwest gardens, salal is a do it all plant. Long recognised as one of the best foliage plants for flower arranging, it is also one of the most adaptable in the native repertoir. It can be grown short, if pruned back, hedged into wave like drifts, allowed to grow rampant and irregular to five feet or more. It will also grow where almost nothing else will, in deep understory forest groves, moist or dry soils, in full sun or deep shade. It does have a harder time in full sun, but if well watered or near the coast, it can survive. It does not transplant well, but it is generally available at garden centers.

	salmonberry
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	Rubus spectabilis
Deciduous Shrub

Height: 10 ft.

Availability: Medium

Growing ease: High

Moisture req.: moist - wet

Exposure req.: sun - shade
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Close up of orange berry (enlarge) 






	 

Plant description:

Attractive pink/ magenta flowers, attracts hummers, golden stems lightly covered with prickles, edible raspberry-like fruit. Thicket forming.

	chocolate lily
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	fritillaria lanceolata
Perennial Groundcover

Height: 3 ft.

Availability: Low

Growing ease: Medium

Moisture req.: dry - moist

Exposure req.: sun - part shade
	


Fred Bentler 

chocolate lily (enlarge) 



	 

Plant description:

One of our most beautiful wildflowers, chocolate lily looks great in a perennial border, rockery, or a wildflower meadow.

	cow-parsnip
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	Heracleum lanatum
Perennial Groundcover

Height: 8 ft.

Availability: Low

Growing ease: Medium

Moisture req.: moist - wet

Exposure req.: sun - shade
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cow-parsnip in bloom (enlarge) 



	 

Plant description:

Huge perennial that with large leaves and huge umbrella of white flowers. Very dramatic in the back of a landscape where it can receive sufficient moisture. It's sap can cause rashes and burns so avoid planting where this may be a problem.

	fireweed 
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	Epilobium augustifolium
Perennial Groundcover

Height: 6 ft.

Availability: Low

Growing ease: High

Moisture req.: dry - moist

Exposure req.: sun - part shade
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fireweed flower closeup (enlarge) 









	 

Plant description:

This beautiful, tall wildflower has very distinct spikes of pink to purple flowers. Although it is often considered weedy, this tall perennial can look striking in wilder areas of the garden. Fireweed spreads readily underground, so it can be difficult to contain. Plantwhere you don't mind it spreading. Spreads readily from cottony seeds.

	licorice fern
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	Polypodium glycyrrhiza
Evergreen Groundcover

Height: 1.50 ft.

Availability: Low

Growing ease: Low

Moisture req.: moist

Exposure req.: part shade - shade
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Licorice fern on stump (enlarge) 



	 

Plant description:

This fern is primarily found growing with mosses on rotting logs or in bigleaf maples. Attractive, but difficult to grow without a rotting log to plant it in.

	swamp lantern; skunk cabbage
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	Lysichiton americanum
Perennial Groundcover

Height: 3 ft.

Availability: Medium

Growing ease: Medium

Moisture req.: wet

Exposure req.: part shade - shade
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swamp lantern flower (enlarge) 






	 

Plant description:

Beautiful yellow blooms welcome spring. Aroma is considered unpleasant by some

	yarrow
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	Achillea millefolium
Perennial Groundcover

Height: 0 ft.

Availability: High

Growing ease: High

Moisture req.: dry - moist

Exposure req.: sun - part shade
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yarrow bloom (enlarge) 






	 

Plant description:

Yarrow has delicate fern-like leaves that are quite attractive. It has flat topped clusters of white flowers that attract butterflies. Very drought tolerant and tough plant.

Keywords: butterflies, perennial (non-woody), spreading, upright, white

	
	cattail
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	Typha latifolia
Perennial Grass-like

Height: 8 ft.

Availability: Medium

Growing ease: High

Moisture req.: wet

Exposure req.: sun - part shade
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Cattail in bloom (enlarge) 






	 

Plant description:

Cattail is quite common along lake shores and wetlands and often is only limited in its spread by water depth. It can outcompete other natives so plant it where you don't ming it spreading. The unique cigar like flowers provide interest, while the stand themselves provide nesting sites.


