Coho Salmon
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What it looks like

Coho range from 4.5 to 6.5 kg in weight. They can be identified by the black spots on their back and upper half of the tail. The head is conical and the snout becomes hooked near spawning time. Cohos are bluish-green on the back and silver on the sides with white bellies. They feed on herring, sand lice, squid, shrimp and other invertebrates. 

What it was used for

Like all five Pacific salmon species — the others are Pink, Dog, Sockeye and Spring — the Coho are a very important food source for the Kwak'waka'wakw people. Coho are sometimes called silver salmon. George Hunt recorded a ceremony for roasting the first silver salmon of the season to be caught. They roasted the eyes, head, backbone and tail of the salmon. After a man had caught four silver salmon, he gave them to his wife who prayed to the silver salmon and then butchered them for roasting. After they were roasted the man invited his numaym (family group) to eat. The eyes of the roasted silver salmon must not be kept in the house overnight. If they were kept overnight when they are first caught, then the silver salmon would disappear from the sea. 
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Halibut
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What it looks like

The halibut has a large, sturdy, oblong-shaped body. Both eyes are on the right side and the mouth is somewhat large with conical teeth. The halibut is dark brown or marbled grey with paler shades on the eye side and white on its blind side. Halibut spawn in the winter form November to January. A large female can grow to nearly 3 metres and can produce 2 to 3 million eggs a year. The longest recorded male reached 140 cm. The food of adult halibut consists of fish, crab, clams, squid and other invertebrates (animals with no backbone). 

What it was used for

The halibut is one of the largest fish species caught by tribes along the coast. A long time ago special halibut hooks were made from steaming hemlock branches into a U shape and lashing the barb to one side of the hook. The halibut would suck the baited hook in and when it tried to blow it out the hook would be stuck in the halibut's cheek. The first halibut caught has to steamed right away. If not, then it is believed that the fisherman who caught the first halibut will never again get another bite. 

Dungeness Crab
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What it looks like

Dungeness crab is known as the edible crab. It is a large crab with ten tooth-like projections along the front edge of its shell. Dungeness crabs have four pairs of walking legs and one pair of pincers. Their eyes are on short stalks and can be pulled back into the shell if danger is near. The top of the crab's shell is purplish-brown and the bottom is brownish-white. The whole of the shell turns bright red when cooked. Dungeness crabs grow to 22.5 cm wide across thw idest part of the back and live on sandy bottoms near patches of eel-grass. Much time is spent half buried in the sand with only their eyes showing. The Dungeness crab eats cockles and other kinds of clams by chipping away at their shells with its powerful claws. 

What it was used for

Dungeness crabs are boiled and broken apart to expose the tasty white meat which is eaten. Some people also like to eat the orange eggs inside the female crabs which resemble and are called kamdzakwekila, or salmonberry. 

http://www.kwakiutl.bc.ca/land/use/

