Independent novel assignment choices-Ms Ashley
In this assignment you must choose assignments to complete based on your novel.  The must do assignments are non-optional and are the minimum amount you must do in order to pass.  You can choose as many or as few of the other assignments as you want to do.  Remember that quality is more important than quality.  The more you challenge yourself and the more difficult your assignment choices are, the more likely you are to get a better grade.  
Must do assignments- You must complete the following assignments, at a satisfactory level, in order to pass.
1.  Create a book cover that includes the author, title and an illustration. (this can be drawn by you or created through magazine pictures or clip art from the internet etc.)  You must also explain your illustration giving at least 2 reasons, examples and explanations of why the illustration suits the book.  Then for the back of the book cover you must create a blurb that explains what the story is about without giving away the whole story, and that is designed to get people interested enough to want to read or buy the book.  Third, you must obtain three positive quotes (one each from three people in class) about the book to put on the back cover of the book that would make people want to read or buy the book.  Lastly, inside the cover you are to write a review of the book, similar to the movie review you did earlier in the year.  It should include the positives and negatives about the book, as well your recommendation and rating of the book with specific reasons.  This can be done on paper or on the computer.

2.  Do a minimum of 10 of the general novel questions . (you can do more)  (sheet to be given out later)
3.  Do a minimum of 2 additional assignments from the choices given.  (you can do more)
4.  A written explanation for what grade you think you deserve based on the novel assignments you chose, and how well you think you did.  (Explain why you think you deserve the grade based on your assignments and effort)

Choice Assignments:  Choose the amount of assignments indicated in each part.  For each grade you move up you must do the required amount of assignments for the grades below it, as well as the one you are aiming for.
A.  Basic assignments  (easy)
	1. Vocabulary Log (quote the page number for each word used) .Choose 15 words that you do not know the meaning of or you find interesting/important). Write down the sentence the word was used in from the story. Record the dictionary definition for each word in your own words.  Make sure you understand the definition. Write a sentence with each word used properly.

	

	2. Create a Thesaurus.(gives alternatives for words that mean the same as the original) You must have 2 alternative words for each of the 15. List 15 words that seem overused or boring. Write down the sentence the word was used in from the story. Write a sentence from the book in which the word was found with a better one.


	B. Short Creative Writing Assignments:  (easy- medium)Each writing assignment needs to be a minimum of ½ page single spaced, and use correct grammar etc. You will need to follow the writing process. (so it must have planning, rough copy, editing and good copy)
1. Describe an experience you (or someone you know) had that was like the experience of a character in the book.

	2. Explain why you would like to have one of the characters as a friend.

	3. Create a diagram showing a setting/event in the story. Make sure you have at least 10 details from the story.  In a paragraph, explain where you got the ideas for these details from in the novel and why you drew it the way you did. (I’m marking for detail and accuracy not drawing talent!) 

	4. Describe a feeling or emotion that you experienced as you were reading this section and what caused this feeling.

	5. Write about a connection to another book/poem/play you have read (think of similar characters, plots, settings and themes.)

	6. Find or write a minimum of 2 songs/poems that you feel relate to the novel.  You must identify a total of 10 different poetic devices within the 2 songs/poems and explain why they are examples of those poetic devices.  In addition you must write a paragraph, or two, comparing both of the songs/poems to the novel, and explaining why each one relates to the novel and why you picked it.


	C. Small Projects:  (medium)  Choose two of the following assignments.  If an assignment has a star beside it, then it only counts as ½ and you must choose an additional starred item to equal 1.  

1.   Create a diorama/model of a scene from the novel.  Explain ten of the items you included in your diorama using specific evidence from the novel.

2. Create a theme collage/poster/prezi/power point etc.  The theme should be evident from the poster.  You must include a list of ten of the images you chose to include, with an explanation of how they fit with the theme and where you got the idea for this theme from in the novel.  
3. Write a brochure about an issue or topic in the novel.  It must involve research and provide key information about the issue or topic. . Include a review of the novel wherein you try to get someone else to read it, a summary and a picture.

4. Character Box or Scrapbook. In a shoebox/scrapbook include 10 objects/drawings/pictures etc. that would be meaningful to the main character. On a separate piece of paper, in a paragraph, explain why you have chosen each object using the novel for examples.

5. Do a collage of a major theme of your novel and explain in a well-written paragraph (link) what you are depicting in your collage.

6. Create a series of original art in any medium (min 4 pieces) about the novel. Include a short description for each piece.

7. Find THREE songs that seem to relate to your novel. Provide the lyrics and then write an explanation of how they relate.

8. Create your own original and creative assignment based on the novel.

D. Bigger projects or writing assignments (medium to hard)-all writing assignments must follow the writing process

1. Create a research project based on a topic that is related to the novel that is new to you or interests you. In your introductory paragraph explain how the topic relates to the book.  (must be at least 500 words in length for written report)  It can also include a poster or visual presentation and/or a class presentation.

2.  Create a graphic novel/comic strip for one or more chapters of the novel.
3.  Explain how you would make your book into a movie-- who would play the main characters, where would you film it, what would you want to emphasize. Would you make any changes to the plot? What special effects would you need to create? You must explain your choices in paragraphs.  Then, create a movie poster for the novel as if it were being made into a movie.  Create a cast of stars (10) that would play each major character and explain your choices in paragraph form.
4. Create a board game based on the novel including written instructions, question cards, and all other elements needed to play the game .

5. Choose an important scene in the book, write a script (link)for the scene and produce the scene on video

6. Create your own original and creative assignment based on the novel

7. Write an alternate ending for the novel.  It must be at least 2 pages long. (500 words)

8. Write a short story based upon the same theme, subject or characters as the novel.  It must be at least 2 pages long. (500 words)

9. Write an autobiography (life story) of the author or one of the characters.  (It must be at least 2 pages long. (500 words)

10. Choose a controversial issue from the novel and take a stand on one side of the issue.  Write an essay on the issue that is at least 500 words

11.  Do a research essay on a topic based on the novel.  It must be at least 2 pages long with a works consulted.

12.  Write a narrative essay on the novel.  It must be at least 2 pages long.  


	

	

	


General Questions for novel
When you have finished reading your book, answer the following questions using at least one reason, example and explanation.
Easy

1.  Who was your favourite character and why?

2. Who was your least favourite character and why?

3. What was your favourite part of the book and why?

4. What was your least favourite part of the book and why?

5. What surprised you about one of the characters and why? 

6. How would you rate this book on a scale of 1-10 and why?

7. Would you recommend this book to someone else? Why or why not?

8. What is the most interesting scene in the novel so far?

9. Did any of the characters remind you of yourself or someone you know? How?

10. 23. Are there any books that you would compare this one to? How does this book hold up to them?

11. 24. Have you read any other books by this author? Were they comparable to your level of enjoyment to this one?

12. 25. What did you learn from, take away from, or get out of this book?

13. 26. Did your opinion of the book change as you read it? How?

Medium

1. To what parts of the book did you respond most strongly, either positively or negatively? 

2. What were your initial responses to the book overall? How did you feel? What were you thinking about when you finished reading it? 

3. What motivates the central character’s actions? 

4. What is the one thing the writer makes you curious about? Why? 

5. What are the main character’s most important traits? Why are these traits important?

6.  What did the writer do to catch your interest?

7. Who is the antagonist? What motivates him or her?

8. What is the significance of the title? Would you have given the book a different title? If yes, what is your title?

9. What scene resonated most with you personally in either a positive or negative way? Why?

10. Has anything ever happened to you similar to what happened in the book? How did you react to it differently?

11. What surprised you the most about the book?

12. How important is the setting & time period to the story? How would it have played out differently in a different setting? What about a different time period?

13. Were there any particular quotes that stood out to you? Why?

14. How does the way the characters see themselves, differ from how others see them? How do you see the various characters?

15. How did the "roles" of the various characters influence their interactions? Ie. For a woman: Mother, daughter, sister, wife, lover, professional, etc.

16. If you could smack any of the characters upside the head, who would it be and why? (Courtesy of Nick)

17. Were there any moments where you disagreed with the choices of any of the characters? What would you have done differently?

18. What past influences are shaping the actions of the characters in the story?

19. Did you think the ending was appropriate? How would you have liked to have seen the ending go?

20.  How have the characters changed by the end of the book?

21.  Have any of YOUR views or thoughts changed after reading this book?

22. What do you think will happen next to the main characters?

Hard

1. How would you describe the main character of your book? What words do you think would best describe him/her? Why?  
2. What problems does this character face over the course of the novel? Does the character overcome these problems? How? What personal characteristics does the character have or develop to allow him/her to overcome these problems? 

3. Do any other characters help or hinder the main character along the way? Who are the other important characters in the book and what role do they play? 

4. By the end of the novel, has the character changed, in your opinion? In what ways? Do you see this change as being positive, negative, or a combination of both? 

5. Does the setting play an important role in the novel? Could the novel have been set in any other environment and been as effective? 

6. What role does the larger community play in the novel? How does the community affect/not affect the main character? 

7. What are some possible themes or messages of this book?  Give examples that support your opinion.
8. What literary elements does the writer use to help the reader understand the views of the character? 
9. What have you learned about the time period while reading (e.g., names of people, laws, unusual situations, settings)? 
10. How is the main character changing? What is he or she learning about life and the role he or she plays in it? 
11. Who controls the character’s actions? How does this make him or her feel or react ?

12. What would be “out of character” for the main character? (In other words, what would he or she most likely never do?) 
13. Is the antagonist likable even though he or she is trying to prevent the central character from accomplishing his or her goals? Why?
14. What were the themes of the book? Do you feel they were adequately explored? Were they brought to life in a cliche or in a unique manner?
15. What did you think of the structure and style of the writing?
16.  What scene was the most pivotal for the book? How do you think the story would have changed had that scene not taken place?
17. Were there any notable racial, cultural, traditions, gender, sexuality or socioeconomic factors at play in the book? If so, what? How did it effect the characters? Do you think they were realistically portrayed?
18. What is motivating the actions of the characters in the story? What do the sub-characters want from the main character and what does the main character want with them?
19. What were the dynamics of "power" between the characters? How did that play a factor in their interactions?
