Essay Outline Chart
Introduction
Thesis statement: ___________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Background information: (background facts about your topic) __________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Main Idea #1
	



	Main Idea #2
	



	Main Idea #3
	





Body paragraph #1
Topic sentence: (main idea # 1 and thesis statement)_______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Supporting Reason/Idea
	Example
	Explanation

	



	
	

	



	
	

	



	
	



Body paragraph #2
Topic sentence: (main idea # 2 and thesis statement)______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Supporting Reason/Idea
	Example
	Explanation

	



	
	

	



	
	

	



	
	


Body paragraph #3
Topic sentence: (main idea # 3 and thesis statement)______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Supporting Reason/Idea
	Example
	Explanation

	



	
	

	



	
	

	



	
	



Conclusion
Restate thesis statement in new way: ___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Restate Main Idea #1
	



	Restate Main Idea #2
	



	Restate Main Idea #3
	





Conclusion statement:________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Essay example- Bears
Outline example
Thesis – Bears are amazing creatures.
Opening statement- Did you know that over one million tourists come to BC each year just in the hopes of catching a glimpse of a wild grizzly bear?
 3 body paragraph reasons- Habits, characteristics, dangerous qualities
Intro paragraph example
Did you know that over one million tourists come to BC each year just in the hopes of catching a glimpse of a wild grizzly bear?  Well it’s true and why not?  Bears are truly amazing creatures.  For those that may not believe this, the reasons to contradict them are overwhelming.  First of all, a bear’s physical characteristics are awe inspiring, to say the least.   Secondly, their very habits are unusual and intriguing.  Add to this the ‘danger’ factor associated with these magnificent animals and only one conclusion can be drawn.  Bears are, without a doubt, one of the world’s most fascinating species.
Body paragraph outline example

Body paragraph #1
Topic sentence: (main idea # 1 and thesis statement) One of the most intriguing reasons bears are so amazing are their physical characteristics.
	Supporting Reason/Idea
	Example
	Explanation

	-their immense size


	-range from 6-8 feet tall and weight up to 1000 pounds
	Huge compared to us- makes them fascinating

	-their strength


	-can crush a man’s skull with their jaws
	-Extremely strong compared to other animals- makes them unique and makes us fear them

	-their speed


	-can run up to 25 miles per hour downhill- much faster than a human
	-great speed despite their size- rare quality


Conclusion sentence:-Overall one can see why bears intrigue us with their physicality.

Body paragraph example
One of the most intriguing reasons bears are so amazing to us is their physical characteristics.  The first feature that captures our attention when it comes to bears is their size.  Ranging from 6-8 feet tall when upright and weighing up to 1000 pounds their dimensions are staggering compared with that of most other animals.  It is this uncommon characteristic that attracts our interest in bears.  A second, perhaps even more spectacular aspect about bears is their strength.  An adult grizzly, for example, has the ability to crush a man’s skull in its powerful jaws.  This enormous power not only creates fear, it also incites a fascination with the animal itself.  Lastly, bears are very fast for a big animal.   In fact, they can run up to 25 miles per hour downhill, much faster than humans can.  This great speed, despite their size if a very rare quality to be admired. Overall, one can see why bears intrigue us with their physicality.

Conclusion outline
 Conclusion statement- Bears are, absolutely, one of nature’s most marvelous and remarkable creations.
Restated Thesis- The most incredible animals on earth are Bears.
Restated 3 main reasons from body paragraphs: Behaviours, abilities/features, perilous potential
Conclusion paragraph example
In conclusion is it obvious that the most incredible animals on earth are Bears.   Firstly their fascinating behaviours make them very interesting to study.  Secondly, their unique features and abilities make them stand out amongst others in the animal kingdom.  Lastly, the perilous potential dangers of this magnificent beast make them a rare breed indeed.  Bears are, absolutely, one of nature’s most marvelous and remarkable creations.  They are definitely worthy of more study.
Persuasive Essay- Fill in the blank template for rough copy of essay.

Thesis statement: 
Introduction	
(Opening statement.)  ______________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis statement:  _______________________________________________________________________ First of all, (main reason #1). _______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ Secondly, (main reason #2).  __________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ Lastly, (main reason #3).  ____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ As will soon be seen, all of these points show (restate thesis in different way).___________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph #1

	The first reason (thesis statement),________________________________________________________  is (main idea #1).  ___________________________________________________________________________ First of all, (reason #1). ______________________________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________________________________________ For example, (example #1). ___________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ Since this is the case, (explanation #1). __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ A second reason that supports this is (reason #2).  _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 For instance, consider ( example #2). ___________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ Therefore it is obvious, (explanation #2). ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________   
Consequently, (conclusion sentence). ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph #2

	The first reason (thesis statement),________________________________________________________  is (main idea #1).  ___________________________________________________________________________ First of all, (reason #1). ______________________________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________________________________________ For example, (example #1). ___________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ Since this is the case, (explanation #1). __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ A second reason that supports this is (reason #2).  _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 For instance, consider ( example #2). ___________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ Therefore it is obvious, (explanation #2). ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________   
Consequently, (conclusion sentence). ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph #3

	The first reason (thesis statement),________________________________________________________  is (main idea #1).  ___________________________________________________________________________ First of all, (reason #1). ______________________________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________________________________________ For example, (example #1). ___________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ Since this is the case, (explanation #1). __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ A second reason that supports this is (reason #2).  _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 For instance, consider ( example #2). ___________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ Therefore it is obvious, (explanation #2). ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________   
Consequently, (conclusion sentence). ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion

	In conclusion, it is obvious that (restate thesis). _____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 One need only look at the many reasons that prove this.  In the first place, (main idea #1).  ________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ Secondly, (main idea #2).  ____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ Thirdly, (main idea #3).  _____________________________________________________________________ Obviously there are lots of reasons to believe (thesis statement). ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ Therefore, (conclusion statement.) _____________________________________________________________
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